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Former  Mississippi  resident  — 

Shorrosh  weathers  danger  from  challenging  Islam 


Anis  Shorrosh 


DAPHNE,  Ala.  (BP)  —  Holding  the 
bloodstained  cloth  of  his  traditional  Arab 
robe,  Anis  Shorrosh,  an  internationally 
known  Southern  Baptist  evangelist  based 
in  Daphne.  Ala.,  tells  of  the  knife  attack  he 
suffered  at  the  hands  of  Muslim  militants 
in  Cape  Town,  South  Africa,  in  1990. 

‘"It  all  goes  back  to  what  has  been 
termed  the  ‘Debate  of  the  World,’”  he  said. 
“I  was  in  England  back  in  1985  and  had 
the  opportunity  to  view  a  debate  between  a 
Muslim,  Sheik  Ahmed  Deedat,  and  a 
Christian  preacher.  It  was  one-sided  in 
favor  of  the  sheik  and  made  me  sick.” 

Shorrosh  prayed  that  if  God  wanted 
him  to  debate  the  Muslim  cleric,  he  would 
allow  it  to  take  place.  Shorrosh  subse¬ 
quently  challenged  the  Muslim,  who 
claimed  not  to  have  lost  a  debate  to  a 
Christian  in  40  years,  to  a  series  of 
debates.  Shorrosh  paid  the  expenses  for 
the  first  debate,  and  Deedat  paid  for  the 
second. 

“In  the  first  debate,  which  took  place  at 
the  Royal  Albert  Hall  in  London  before 
5,000  people,  1  paved  the  groundwork  for 
the  second  debate  by  establishing  the  cre¬ 
dentials  of  Jesus,"  Shorrosh  said. 

Shorrosh  said  Deedat  was  reluctant  to 
debate  a  second  time  but,  after  two  and  a 
half  years,  agreed  to  schedule  the  meeting. 
Before  he  left  for  the  debate.  Shorrosh 
purchased  a  burial  plot  and  picked  out  a 
casket. 

“1  didn't  think  1  was  coming  back,"  he 
said.  “Hardly  anybody  has  dared  stand  up 
to  the  Muslim  world  like  1  have. 

“In  the  (debate)  I  went  over  to  the 
offense,  before  an  international  audience 


By  Bruce  Sims 

of  11.000  in  Birmingham.  England,  and 
began  questioning  the  Koran  and  punching 
holes  in  its  authenticity,”  he  said. 

For  a  Muslim  to  question  the  Koran  is 
to  invite  beheading,  Shorrosh  said.  The 
Bible,  however,  is  debated  openly,  he 
noted,  holding  up  a  Dec.  18  copy  of  Time 
magazine,  which  asks  “Is  the  Bible  fact  or 
fiction?” 

“Now  if  we  could  just  get  Time  to  be  as 
objective  with  the  Koran,”  he  said. 

Not  only  did  Shorrosh  make  it  through 
the  debate  safely,  but  he  also  established  a 
global  witness  via  tapes  of  the  event. 

“In  one  Nigerian  university,  30  Muslim 
students  and  four  Muslim  professors  were 
converted  to  Christianity  when  they  lis¬ 
tened  to  the  tapes,”  Shorrosh  said.  “There 
have  also  been  many  other  instances  where 
Muslims  have  been  converted  (after)  lis¬ 
tening  to  these  debates.” 

Two  years  later,  a  visit  to  South  Africa, 
Deedat’s  home  country,  almost  ended  in 
tragedy.  Shorrosh  barely  survived  an 
assassination  attempt  by  Muslim  militants. 

“A  Christian  brother  threw  himself 
between  my  attacker  and  myself  and  took 
the  knife  that  was  intended  for  me,”  he 
said.  “I  can  remember  being  underneath 
hnVi  and  feeling  his  blood  running  on  me. 
It  felt  like  being  anointed  with  oil.” 

Shorrosh  survived  by  running  to  a  wait¬ 
ing  car.  The  man  who  saved  him  recovered 
from  his  stab  wound. 

“Islam  is  the  most  insecure  religion 
on  earth.”  he  said.  “It  is  also  the  bloodi¬ 
est.”  In  his  book.  Islam  Revealed, 
Shorrosh  questions  the  authenticity  of 
the  Koran;  in  doing  so  he  has  angereif 


Muslims  the  world  over. 

Born  an  Arab  in  Nazareth.  Shorrosh 
became  a  Christian  at  18.  Before  then,  he 
had  harbored  a  hatred  for  both  Jews  and 
Palestinians,  because  his  father  was  killed 
by  an  Israeli  land  mine  and  family  mem¬ 
bers  were  persecuted  by  Palestinians. 

Shorrosh  traveled  to  America  at  the  age 
of  19  to  work  on  his  bachelor’s  degree  at 
Mississippi  College.  He  also  attended 
Clarke  College  in  Newton.  After  gradua¬ 
tion,  he  earned  a  master's  degree  from 
New  Orleans  Seminary,  and  holds  doctoral 
degrees  from  Luther  Rice  Seminary  and 
Oxford  Graduate  School. 

From  1959-66,  Shorrosh  served  as  pas¬ 
tor  and  evangelist  in  the  Middle  East. 
Three  of  those  years  were  spent  as  pastor 
of  the  Jerusalem  Baptist  Church  when  it 
was  a  part  of  the  Kingdom  of  Jordan. 

He  now  heads  the  Anis  Shorrosh  Evan¬ 
gelistic  Association,  traveling  around  the 
world  leading  revivals  and  crusades. 

“Truth  in  Crisis”  is  the  arm  of 
Shorrosh’s  ministry  that  focuses  on  Mus¬ 
lims.  Through  a  seminar.  Shorrosh  teaches 
groups  about  the  Muslim  religion  and 
explains  how  Christians  can  refute  it. 

However,  he  does  not  limit  his  work  to 
the  Muslim  ministry.  “I  am  basically  an 
evangelist."  he  said. 

Shorrosh  is  the  author  of  nine  books. 
Islam  Revealed  was  recently  translated 
into  Indonesian.  Although  the  book  must 
be  sold  secretly  in  the  Muslim  country,  it  is 
in  its  second  printing  there. 

Sims  is  a  correspondent  for  The 
Alabama  Baptist.  Rebecca  Day  con¬ 
tributed  to  this  article. 


Best  sellers  from  Baptist  Book  Store  I  Looking  Back ... 


Hardback 

A  Gentle  Thunder  by  Max  Lucado 
Experiencing  God 

by  Henry  Blackaby  and  Claude  King 
Seven  Promises  of  a  Promise  Keeper 

by  James  Dobson 

Life  on  the  Edge  by  James  Dobson 
Purpose  Driven  Church  by  Rick  Warren 
Rebel  With  a  Cause  by  Franklin  Graham 
The  Mind  of  Christ  by  T.W.  Hunt 
My  Savior,  My  Friend  by  Kay  Arthur 
Finishing  Touch  by  Charles  Swindoll 
Moments  Together  for  Couples 
by  Dennis  and  Barbara  Rainey 


Music 

Jesus  Freak  by  DC  Talk 
I’ll  Lead  You  Home 
by  Michael  W.  Smith 
R.I.O.T.  by  Carman 
My  Utmost  for  His  Highest 
by  various  artists 

The  Whole  Truth  by  Point  of  Grace 
Heaven  in  the  Real  World 
by  Steven  Curtis  Chapman 
Jars  of  Clay  by  Jars  of  Clay 
W.O.W.  96  by  various  artists 
Alone  in  His  Presence  By  Ce  Ce  Winans 
Sing  Out  by  Ron  Kenoly 


10  years  ago 


Baptists  across  the  state  endorse  the  defeat  of  a  bill  filed  in 
the  current  legislative  session  by  Rep.  Ralph  Doxey  of  Holly 
Springs  that  would  have  legalized  pari-mutuel  (betting  pool) 
gambling  in  the  state.  s 


20  years  ago 


Rev.  C.J.  Olander  and  his  wife  Dollie  donate  a  tract  of  land 
near  Tchula  worth  $50.(XK)  to  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Foun¬ 
dation.  with  instructions  to  use  the  proceeds  from  the  sale  of 
the  land  to  fund  Southern  Baptist  mission  and  education 


Participants  in  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Evangelistic  Confer¬ 
ence,  to  be  held  this  year  in  Clinton,  are  warned  to  bring 
their  own  bedding  due  to  a  shortage  in  accomodations,  but 
they  are  invited  to  eat  in  the  Mississippi  College  cafeteria  for 
$i  per  day. 


Guy  Henderson 
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Editor’s  Notebook, 


Any  other  nominations... 


It  is  easy  to  get  excited  about 
Southern  Baptist  missionaries 
being  in  183  countries  and  about 
churches  increasing  their  gifts 
through  the  Cooperative  Program. 
However,  there  is  one  trend  in  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention 
(SBC)  that  evokes  little  excitement 
and  has  the  possibility  of  doing 
irrevocable  damage. 

The  practice  of  nominating  the 
SBC  president  six  to  nine  months 
prior  to  the  meeting  is  hardly  com¬ 
mendable.  This  feeds  the  idea  of  the 
president’s  election  being  the  “main 
thing”  and  adds  an  element  of  poli¬ 
tics  that  is  deadening.  It  gets  the 
“jump”  on  others  and  exacerbates  a 
prophetic  certainty  to  his  being 
elected.  In  past  years  a  handful  of 
SBC  leaders  would  take  a  cruise 
and  the  revelation  of  the  next  presi¬ 
dent’s  identity  would  be  revealed. 

It  has  been  reported  that  Tom 
Eliff,  pastor  in  Del  City,  Okla.,  has 
been  nominated  for  SBC  president. 


to  be  elected  at  the  SBC’s  June 
meeting.  Immediately  after  that 
announcement,  half  a  dozen  influ¬ 
ential  SBC  pastors  echoed  their 
approval.  He  has  now  received  the 
approval  of  the  SBC  leadership 
and  will  be  elected.  This  strong 
anointing  came  as  an  indication  of 
the  Holy  Spirit’s  leadership,  so 
there  is  little  likelihood  of  anyone 
else  being  nominated. 

There  was  a  day  when  the  Spirit 
saw  fit  to  wait  —  or  at  least  the 
nominator  saw  fit  to  wait  —  until 
the  convention  and  the  floor  was 
open  for  nominations.  This  may 
not  have  been  the  best  way  but  at 
least  someone  else  could  be  nomi¬ 
nated  without  the  nominator  feel¬ 
ing  disloyal.  Somehow  the  phrase 
“the  Spirit  led  me”  is  weakened  in 
such *a  process  as  we  now  have. 
But  if  we  are  going  to  do  long 
range  nominations,  why  stop  at  six 
or  seven  months?  In  raising  the 
prophetic  telescope,  perhaps  we 


can  fine  tune  it  to  see  the  election 
of  Tom  Eliff  in  1996,  Jack  Graham 
of  Dallas  in  1998,  Ronnie  Floyd  of 
Arkansas  in  2000,  and  James  Mer¬ 
ritt  of  Georgia  in  2002. 

Now  these  are  all  good  men  but 
they  deserve  a  better  system  of 
being  chosen  than  the  present 
method.  We  still  have  O.S. 
Hawkins  of  Dallas,  Fred  Wolfe  of 
Alabama,  Ike  Reighard  and  Johnny 
Hunt  of  Atlanta,  and  a  dozen  oth¬ 
ers.  They  also  are  good  men 
worthy  of  an  opportunity  to  at  least 
be  nominated. 

Recently  a  nomination  was 
made  for  an  individual  to  be  presi¬ 
dent  of  a  state  convention.  The 
nomination  was  made  in  January; 
the  convention  will  be  in  Novem¬ 
ber.  Ten  months  should  be  ade¬ 
quate  time  to  polarize  the  state  and 
promote  a  divisive  convention.  Let 
it  be  repeated,  the  men  are  fine; 
the  system  could  stand  some 
improvement. 


Race  relations  ideas  sought 
for  "Bridges  to  the  Heart” 


NASHVILLE  —  A  book  of 
people’s  comments  on  racial  rec¬ 
onciliation  is  being  undertaken  by 
Art  Toalston,  editor  of  Baptist 
Press,  news  service  of  the  South¬ 
ern  Baptist  Convention,  and 
Ronald  Packnett,  editor  of  The 
National  Baptist  Voice,  published 
by  the  National  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion.  USA.  and  pastor  of  historic 
Central  Church  in  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Tentatively  titled  Bridges  to 
the  Heart,  the  book  will  consist  of 
comments  and  reflections  on  racial 
reconciliation  "by  anyone  and 
everyone  who  has  something  on 
his  or  her  heart  to  share.”  said 
Toalston.  of  Nashville. 

Packnett  said:  “Supreme  Court 
Justice  Thurgood  Marshall,  on  the 
occasion  of  the  nation’s  bicenten¬ 
nial.  declared.  ’You  can  legislate 
legal  change,  but  laws  don’t  build 
bridges  to  the  heart.'  We  must 
direct  our  attention  toward  build¬ 
ing  those  ‘bridges  to  the  heart.’ 
We  are  all  connected,  yet  we  build 
barriers.  We  need  to  touch  each 
other  in  places  that  count,  with 
things  that  matter  —  issues  of  the 
heart!” 

Packnett  recounted  that  W.E.B. 
DuBois  predicted  in  1903  the 
major  problem  of  the  20th  century 
would  be  that  of  the  "color  line.” 
Packnett  continued:  "A  tew 
months  ago  in  a  lecture  at  a  promi¬ 
nent  university,  historian  John 
Hope  Franklin  shared  this  predic¬ 
tion:  The  ’color  line'  would  be  the 
major  problem  of  the  21st  century. 


The  more  things  change,  the  more 
they  remain  the  same.” 

"More  than  ever,"  Toalston 
said,  "race  relations  must  be  a  cru¬ 
cial  part  of  our  national  dialogue. 
The  question  all  of  America  faces 
is:  What  actions  are  we  going  to 
take  to  make  sure  the  problems  of 
the  2()th  century  aren't  copied 
over  into  the  21st  century?” 

Toalston  and  Packnett  said  they 
hope  the  book  will  give  people  a 
chance  to  share  with  each  other 
their  struggles  and  successes  in 
overcoming  racism  —  and  how 
they  can  help  reduce  the  preju¬ 
dices  today’s  children  may  carry 
into  their  lives. 

The  writers  listed  two  areas  in 
which  to  give  comment  or  reflec¬ 
tion: 

1)  “A  key  experience  that  has 
helped  you  in  the  area  of  racial 
reconciliation  —  perhaps  an 
encounter,  a  conversation,  or  a 
friendship  with  a  person  of  anoth¬ 
er  race  that  made  a  difference  in 
your  racial  attitudes.  Give 
specifics  of  how  it  has  changed 
your  thinking  and  your  actions. 

2)  "Any  specific  action(s)  you 
take,  or  have  taken,  or  have  tried 
to  take  in  your  day-to-day  world 
to  ease  racial  tensions.  (Perhaps 
at  work  or  in  your  neighborhood, 
or  with  your  kids  at  school,  or 
even  in  trips  to  the  store.)  Or.  for 
parents,  ways  you  have  tried  to 
teach  your  children  positive  racial 
altitudes.” 

Each  response  should  be  brief. 


“PREACHERS  ARE  LIKE  FERTILIZER  —  IN  A 
PILE  THEY  AIN’T  WORTH  MUCH.  BUT  SPREAD 
’EM  AROUND  AND  THEY  DO  A  LOT  OF  GOOD.” 


Thanks  to  Harvey  Tingle,  pastor  of  Eastside  Church,  Magee, 
for  providing  this  week’s  cartoon. 


the  authors  said.  “Jotting  out  just  a 
few  sentences  on  either  or  both 
themes  —  something  from  your 
heart  —  would  be  fine,"  Toalston 
said. 

Comments  and  reflections 
should  be  mailed  by  June  1  to 
Toalston/Packnett  at  901  Com¬ 
merce  St.  #750,  Nashville,  TN 
37203.  FAX  (615),'254-0779. 
e-mail  to  BAPT  PRESS  at  Ameri¬ 
ca  Online.  Each  person  should 
include  his  or  her  telephone  num¬ 
ber  for  further  contact  if  needed. 

Reflections  selected  for  the 
book  will  include  the  person’s 
name  and  city,  the  authors  said, 
unless  it  is  stipulated  that  the 
comments  should  be  used 
anonymously.  s’ 

Packnett  is  a  Chicago  native 
and  Yale  University  master  of 
divinity  graduate.  The  church  he 
leads.  Central  Church  in  St.  Louis, 
is  celebrating  its  sesquicentennial. 
Packnett  has  been  inducted  into 
the  Morehouse  College  Interna¬ 
tional  Board  of  Preachers  and  is  an 
adjunct  faculty  member  in  the  the¬ 
ological  studies  department  of  St. 
Louis  University. 

Toalston.  a  member  of  First 
Church.  Nashville,  is  a  native  of 
northeastern  Ohio  and  formerly 
was  a  religion  writer  at  the  Jack- 
son  (Miss.)  Clarion-Ledger,  and 
staff  writer  at  the  Southern  Baptist 
Foreign  Mission  Board.  Rich¬ 
mond.  Va. 

For  further  information,  contact 
Art  Toalston  at  (615)  244-2355. 


THE  Fragments- 

Christian  education 


It  is  interesting  to  meet  a  mis¬ 
sionary  and  hear  him  say,  “I  grad¬ 
uated  from...”  —  Blue  Mountain, 
Mississippi  College,  or  William 
Carey  College. 

Mississippi  Baptists  will  sup¬ 
port  Christian  education  as  evi¬ 
denced  by  the  sacrifice  and  giving 
of  150  years.  We  need  the  mis-’ 
sionaries,  preachers,  yes;  but  we 
also  need  the  Christian  business 
leaders,  doctors,  teachers,  and 
other  professionals.  Education  has 
never  been  cheap,  but  ignorance  is 


far  more  expensive. 

Our  colleges  need  endowments 
and  gifts;  even  more,  they  need  the 
good  will  of  our  people.  Students 
must  be  encouraged  to  be  part  of 
distinctive  education  at  every 
level.  ^ 

"God  has  given  us  memory  that 
we  might  have  roSes  in  Decem¬ 
ber,”  said  James  Barrie.  When  the 
winter  is  bleak  and  the  days  are 
barren,  what  we  have  done  for 
Christian  education  will  continue 
to  bloom.  —  GH 


Feb.  25,  19%,  is  one  of  the  most  significant  days  in  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  life  —  a  traditional  tune  to  recognize  many  laypersons  involved  in 
volunteer  mission  projects  and  ministries. 

Your  church  can  recognize  mission  volunteers  in  various  ways: 

•  the  pastor  may  preach  on  volunteerism 

•  recognize  participants  in  volunteer  missions 

•  share  testimonies  on  mission  experiences 

•  pray  for  mission  volunteers 

•  present  mission  projects  for  19% 

•  develop  mission  bulletin  boards  and  displays  in  the  church 

In  1995  approximately  7.000  Mississippi  Baptists  participated  in 
mission  projects  around  the  world.  We  left  our  mission-minded  imprint 
on  27  foreign  mission  fields  and  42  state  conventions.  As  mission  vol¬ 
unteers  it  is  our  intent  “To  help  win  Mississippi  and  our  world  to 
Jesus.” 


The  kingdom  Walt  built... 


Mississippi  Baptists  asked  to  reconsider  Disney  plans,  purchases 


Homosexuals  have  begun  to 
publicly  promote  the  “Sixth  Annu¬ 
al  Gay  and  Lesbian  Day  at  The 
Magical  Kingdom  That  Walt 
Built.”  scheduled  for  May  30-June 
3,  1996,  at  the  Disney  Theme  Park 
in  Orlando,  Florida. 

In  response  to  the  planned 
event,  the  Florida  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion  has  called  for  a  boycott  of  the 
Disney  theme  parks  and  Disney 
products. 

The  boycott  was  passed  unani¬ 
mously  by  messengers  to  the 
annual  session  of  the  Florida  Bap¬ 
tist  Convention  to  protest  the 
homosexual  gathering  and  several 
other  policies  of  the  Disney  Corp., 
including: 

•  extension  of  insurance  bene¬ 


fits  to  live-in  partners  of  homosex¬ 
ual  employees  (excluding  the 
unmarried  partners  of  heterosexual 
employees), 

•  production  and  distribution  of 
objectionable  feature-length  films 
by  Disney-controlled  companies, 

•  promotion  of  alcohol  and 
gambling  on  Disney-sponsored 
cruises  and  theme  park  vacation 
packages, 

•  and  allowing  the  annual 
homosexual  celebrations  in  its 
theme  parks. 

According  to  David  Caton, 
director  of  the  Florida  chapter  of 
Tupelo-based  American  Family 
Association  (AFA),  last  year’s 
homosexual  event  in  Orlando 
drew  approximately  8,000  homo- 


Mississippi  Baptist 
Church  Music  Conference 

March  7-8,  1996 

First  Baptist  Church,  Natchez,  Miss. 

150  D’Evereaux  Drive  (601)  442-1464 


Thursday,  March  7 

9:00fl.nw.  Registration 

«  ,  Churchmen  Handbell  Rehersal  (Choir  Room) 

10:00  a.m.  Churchmen  Rehearsal  (Sanctuary) 

1 2  noon  Lunch  on  your  own 

1:00  p.m.  Welcome 

1 :20  p.m.  H  “What  Has  Worked  for  Us  in  Worship  Planning” 

2  p.m.  Break 

2:15  p.m.  New  Music  Reading  Sessions 

3  p  m.  Refreshments  and  exhibit  break 

3:15  p.m.  Blue  Mountain  Concert.  Choir 

4  p  m.  Keyboard  Tract 

Ministering  Tract 

4:45  p.m.  Afternoon  session  concludes 

5:45  p.m.  Banquet 

6:45  p.m.  Adjourn  for  concert 

7:15  p.m.  Mississippi  Singing  Churhmen 

Churchmen  Handbells 

Friday,  March  8 

8:00  a.m.  Donuts  and  coffee 

8:30  a.m.  Moments  with  the  Master 

8:45  a.m.  Scripture  reading  and  prayer 

8:50  a.m.  Favorite  anthem  reading  session 

9:50  a.m.  Break 

10:00  a.m.  Business  session 

10:30  a.m.  Linda  McKechnie  Concert 

1 1 :30  a.m.  Closing  prayer  and  adjournment 

Church  Music  Department 
.  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 
.  (800)748-1651  or  (601)  968-3800 


By  Paul  G.  Jones  II 

sexuals  for  the  3  p.m.  daily  parade 
on  Disney’s  Main  Street.  This  pre¬ 
vented  children  from  seeing  the 
parade. 

In  addition,  the  homosexuals 
sang,  “If  you're  gay  and  you 
know  it,  clap  your  hands.  ,Jf 
you’re  gay  and  you  know  it, 
stomp  your  feet...” 


The  Mississippi  Baptist  Christ¬ 
ian  Actitfit  Commission  (CAC) 
urges  members  and  churches  of 
!h£  (Mississippi  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion  to. reconsider  support  of  any 
Disney  business  enterprise,  and  to 
prayerfully  consider  whether  to 
purchase  Disney-related  products 
and  services  of  any  kind.^ 

THE  SECOND  FRONT  PAGE 


For  more  information,  contact 
CAC  at  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson, 
MS  39205-0530.  Telephone:  (601) 
968-3800  or  toll-free  outside  Jack- 
son  (800)  748-1651. 

(Compiled  from  AFA  press 
reports.) 

Jones  is  CAC  executive 
director. 
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Chuck  Kelley  nominated 
as  NOBTS’  8th  president 


NEW  ORLEANS  (BP)  — 
Charles  S.  “Chuck”  Kelley  Jr.,  a 
New  Orleans  Seminary  evange¬ 
lism  professor,  has  been  nominat¬ 
ed  for  president  of  the  seminary. 
Trustees  will  meet  on  campus  Feb. 
22-23  to  vote  on  the  selection, 
according  to  Morris  Anderson, 
chairman  of  the  trustee  presiden¬ 
tial  search  committee. 

Kelley,  if  elected,  would  be  the 
eighth  president  of  the  80-year-old 
seminary,  the  nation’s  third- 
largest,  and  would  succeed  Lan¬ 
drum  P.  Leavell  II,  who  was  presi¬ 
dent  for  20  years  until  his  retire¬ 
ment  at  the  end  of  1994. 

The  12-member  search  com¬ 
mittee  reached  a  unanimous  deci¬ 
sion  on  Kelley  in  a  meeting  Feb. 
6,  said  Anderson,  pastor  of  First 
Church,  Pigeon  Forge,  Tenn. 

“I  am  excited  about  Dr.  Kel¬ 
ley,”  Anderson  told  Baptist  Press. 
“He’s  a  scholar,  without  question, 
a  church  growth  practitioner  and 
has  preached  all  over  the  world.” 

The  rest  of  the  40-member  trus¬ 
tee  board  was  notified  Feb.  8  by 
special  mail  of  the  Feb.  22-23 
called  trustee  meeting.  Anderson, 
who  also  is  vice  chairman  of  the 
NOBTS  board  of  trustees,  said 
trustees  would  meet  with  Kelley 
Feb.  22,  followed  by  a  short  ses¬ 
sion  on  Feb.  23  and  then  the  vote. 
Because  Kelley  is  familiar  to  trus¬ 
tees,  the  sessions  will  probably  not 
be  long,  Anderson  said. 

According  to  sources  on  the 
campus,  Kelley’s  nomination  will 
be  popular  with  students,  faculty, 
and  staff. 

Kelley,  43,  has  been  director 
of  the  seminary's  Center  of  Evan¬ 
gelism  and  Church  Growth  and 
chairman  of  the  seminary’s 
largest  division,  pastoral  min¬ 
istries,  since  1993  as  well  as  the 
Roland  Q.  Leavell  Professor  of 
Evangelism  since  1983.  He  was 
the  seminary's  director  of  field 
education  from  1983-93.  He  also 
has  been  director  and  an  itinerant 
evangelist  with  Innovative  Evan¬ 


gelism  Inc.,  since  1975. 

A  much-requested  public 
speaker  throughout  the  Southern 
Baptist  Conven-  — 
tion,  Kelley  is 
recognized 
widely  both  for 
his  evangelistic 
preaching  and 
for  his  research 
in  the  area  of 
"baby  boomers” 
and  “baby 
busters.”  Kelley 

A  native  of 

Beaumont,  Texas,  Kelley  received 
his  theological  doctorate  in  preach¬ 
ing  from  New  Orleans  Seminary  in 


1983,  a  master’s  degree  in-biblical 
studies  in  1978,  also  from  the 
seminary,  and  a  bachelor’s  degree 
in  philosophy  from  Baylor  Univer¬ 
sity,  Waco,  Texas,  in  1974. 

Kelley  is  the  author  of  How 
Did  They  Do  It?  The  Story  of 
Southern  Baptist  Evangelism 
and  four  other  books  and  writer  of 
numerous  evangelism  training 
materials,  including  The  Roman 
Road  tract,  teacher’s  guide,  learn¬ 
er’s  guide,  and  training  video  pro¬ 
duced  by  the  SBC  Home  Mission 
Board  and  used  throughout  the 
SBC  during  the  1995  “Here’s 
Hope”  nationwide  evangelism 
campaign. 


Healing  ministry 

“We  want  people  to  know  that  we’re  here  because  of  the  Lord  —  not 
just  to  give  pills  away,”  said  home  missionary  Yolanda  Barraza,  associate 
director  of  the  El  Paso  Medical  Clinic  at  Del  Centro  Church  in  El  Paso.  “It’s 
not  anything  else  but  to  give  a  witness,”  she  stressed.  To  read  Yolanda’s 
story  in  a  special  pull-out  section  on  home  missions,  please  turn  to  page 
7.  (HMB  Photo  by  Joe  Westbury) 


Volunteers  being  recruited  for 
Crossover  New  Orleans  effort 


ALPHARETTA,  Ga.  (BP)  —  area  churches,  said  Louisiana  Bap-  youth  facility  to  visit  inm; 
Volunteers  for  the  June  8  witness-  tists’  evangelism  director  Wayne  their  cells.  Baptists  have 
ing  blitz  before  this  year’s  Southern  Jenkins.  lished  ministries  in  the  ph 

Baptist  Convention  annual  meeting  The  pre-convention  evangelism  be  visited,  and  Crossover 
should  sign  up  by  May  1,  said  thrust  began  in  1 989  and  has  grown  ties  will  undergird  those 
Crossover  New  Orleans  organizers,  to  include  blbck  parties,  door-to-  istries,  Jenkins  said. 

People  who  do  not  meet  the  door  witnessing,  and  street  evange-  Southern  Baptists  can  p 
May  I  deadline  can  participate,  but  lism.  Each  activity  is  designed  to  pate  as  individuals,  a  grou| 
early  registration  gives  leaders  time  present  the  gospel  and  discover  one  church  or  a  group  from  : 
to  match  volunteers’  interests  with  prospects  for  local  churches.  churches,  Jenkins  said.  Part 

local  church  needs,  said  Don  Smith  During  block  parties,  churches  ing  in  Crossover  New  O 
of  the  Home  Mission  Board  evan-  offer  free  food  and  entertainment  would  be  an  inexpensive, 
gelism  staff.  to  attract  local  residents.  Door-to-  mission  trip  for  people  who 

Greater  New  Orleans  Baptist  door  activities  involve  teams  of  not  be  involved  in  a  longer  p 
Association  covers  five  parishes,  two  asking  residents  about  their  Jenkins  noted, 
or  counties,  with  1.2  million  peo-  religious  beliefs  and  sharing  the  Goals  for  Crossover 
pie,  said  associational  missionary  plan  of  salvation.  Street  evange-  Orleans  include  evangelisn 
Fred  Dyess.  Only  3%  of  residents  lism  includes  performers  such  as  ness  training,  and  church  star 
are  Southern  Baptists.  Currently  chalk  artists  and  puppet  teams  who  Most  Crossover  New  O 
the  association  has  more  missions  share  the  gospel  through  their  art.  events  will  take  place  Sati 
(83)  than  constituted  churches  ,  Dyess  noted  New  Orleans  is  esfce-  June  8,  with  volunteer  train 
(65).  Only  29  of  the  churches  have  daily  suited  to  street  evangelism  Friday,  June  7.  To  register, 
more  than  100  in  Sunday  School,  because  sidewalk  artists  are  popu-  the  Louisiana  Baptist  Conv 
and  none  of  them  have  1,000  in  lar  there.  evangelism  office,  P.O.  Bo 

Sunday  school,  Dyess  said.  This  year  volunteers  are  Alexandria,  LA  71309- 

With  so  many  new  and  small  sought  for  a  prison  ministry  as  Include  your  name,  address, 
congregations.  Crossover  New  well,  Jenkins  said.  Volunteers  number,  church  name,  am 
Orleans  “could  really  be  a  boost”  to  will  go  to  a  women’s  prison  and  a  you  would  like  to  participate 


Ron  Numbower.  Ph.D. 

K  Minister  of  Counseling 

^  First  Church.  Jackson 

My  fiance’  can't  seem  to  stay  dren  from  the  cultural  vulgarity' 
away  from  his  old  girlfriend.  that  surrounds  them? 

Will  he  change  after  we  get 

married?  One  of  the  reasons  cultural 

vulgarity  is  increasing  is  due  to 
withdrawal  of  parental  influ¬ 
ence.  You  won’t  be  able  to 
eliminate  the  vulgarity,  but 
your  handling  of  it,  coupled 
with  involvement  in  what  your 
children  see  and  hear,  will  pro¬ 
vide  them  with  the  needed  pro¬ 
tection.  How  do  you  handle 
vulgarity?  If  you  overreact,  you 
create  more  interest  in  it  for 
your  children.  If  you  interact 
with  your  children  when  con¬ 
fronted  by  vulgarity,  you  can 
teach  them  that  they  have  a 
choice  and  help  them  make 
wise  decisions  as  they  mature. 
Our  children  are  taking  in  the 
world  with  all  their  senses  — 
and  there's  a  lot  of  vulgarity 
out  there.  How  much  time  do 
you  spend  discussing  and  pray¬ 
ing  with  your  children  about 
such  issues?  Are  you  walking 
beside  them  as  they  grow?  They 
need  you  more  than  anyone  else 
in  their  lives;  if  you  pull  away, 
they  will  find  someone  or 
How  can  I  protect  my  chit -  something  to  fill  the  void. 


Probably  not.  If  he  can  have 
it  all,  he’ll  go  for  it.  Simply  get¬ 
ting  married  will  not  make 
everything  better.  A  red  flag  is 
waving  in  front  of  your  face,  and 
now  is  the  time  to  do  something 
about  this  behavior.  Talk  with 
your  fiance’.  If  he  understands 
you  are  serious  about  stopping 
this,  it  may  serve  as  a  wake-up 
call  and  prompt  him  to  change. 
If  he  becomes  defensive  and 
doesn’t  heed  your  concerns, 
move  away  and  move  on.  That 
is  strong,  but  my  professional 
experience  leads  me  to  believe 
that  if  a  person  is  unwilling  to 
fully  commit  to  another  during 
engagement,  the  marriage  won’t 
last  in  the  long  haul.  However,  if 
he  is  willing  to  work  out  this 
problem  with  you,  begin  Christ¬ 
ian  premarital  counseling.  If  the 
marriage  date  is  soon,  postpone 
it  and  get  this  settled.  Your  mar¬ 
riage  is  worth  the  investment. 


BSSB  trustees  vote  to  launch 
conference  center  capital  drive 


NASHVILLE  (BP)  —  Trustees 
of  the  Baptist  Sunday  School 
Board  authorized  a  capital  cam¬ 
paign  to  raise  funds  for  Glorieta 
(N.M.)  and  Ridgecrest  (N.C.)  con¬ 
ference  centers,  pending  approval 
by  the  Southern  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion’s  (SBC)  Executive  Commit¬ 
tee  during  its  Feb.  19-21  meeting. 

The  recommendation  to  pro¬ 
ceed  with  a  fund-raising  effort  was 
approved  during  the  agency's  trus¬ 
tee  meeting  in  Nashville.  Feb.  5-7. 
based  on  a  feasibility  study,  devel¬ 
opment  of  program  and  facilities 
plans,  development  of  a  campaign 
plan,  and  check-up  interviews. 
Also,  a  blue-ribbon  campaign 
advisory  committee  of  trustees, 
rviortn  American  Mission  Board  in  pastors,  laypersons,  and  others 
their  place.  The  three  agencies  to  developed  a  mission  statement  for 
be  dissolved  have  each  created  a  the  conference  centers, 
transition  committee.  The  chair-  If  the  request  to  conduct  a  cam- 
men  of  those  committees,  chair-  paign  is  approved  by  the  Execu- 
men  of  each  agency's  board  of  tive  Committee,  the  campaign, 
trustees,  and  presidents  of  the  with  a  goal  of  at  least  $20  million, 
agencies  have  formed  a  coordinat-  will  begin  in  March  and  continue 
ing  committee.  through  July  1997.  Targeted  to  a 

Larry  Lewis.  HMB  president,  limited  number  of  about  500 
called  last  year  a  “hallelujah  year  donors  able  to  make  large  gifts, 
any  way  you  look  at  it."  He  noted  the  effort  will  not  seek  funds  from 
the  celebration  of  the  board’s  150th  churches  or  from  personal 
anniversary,  success  of  Southern  resources  that  otherwise  would  be 
Baptists’  First  simultaneous  person-'  given  to  a  local  church  or  the 
al  witnessing  effort,  moving  to  the  Cooperative  Program, 
new  HMB  headquarters,  starting  Resources  obtained  through  the 
more  than  1 .300  churches,  and  set-  campaign  would  provide  for  need- 
ting  a  record  in  gifts  to  the  Annie  ed  repairs,  upgrading  and  con- 
Armstrong  Easter  Offering.  struction  of  new  facilities  required 

The  only  decrease  Lewis  noted  to  serve  current  and  future  confer- 
was  a  2%  drop  in  Cooperative  Pro-  ence  center  guests  into  the  21st 
gram  gifts  compared  to  1994.  The  century,  according  to  T.  Michael 
Cooperative  Program  provides  Arrington,  executive  director  of 
35%  of  the  HMB’s  income.  corporate  affairs  for  the  board. 

The  executive  committee  also  Glorieta  and  Ridgecrest  have 
elected  Tennessee  native  James  histories  as  places  where  people 
Thompson  as  a  financial  analyst  in  have  made  life-changing  spiritual 
church  loans  and  South  Carolina  decisions.  BSSB  President  James 
native  David  Putman  as  project  T.  Draper  Jr.  said,  as  well  as 
development  director  in  new  places  to  receive  training  for  ser- 
ehurch  extension.  vice  He  noted  that  of  the  1.8  mil¬ 


lion  people  who  have  attended  the 
centers  during  the  past  15  years, 
thousands  of  today's  influential 
missionaries,  pastors,  denomina¬ 


tional  leaders,  and  laypersons  can 
point  back  to  an  experience  at 
Glorieta  or  Ridgecrest  as  a  spiritu¬ 
al  turning  point. 


Send  your  counseling  questions  to  LifeAnswers  c/o  The  Baptist  Rec¬ 
ord,  P.O.  Box  530.  Jackson.  MS  39205-0530.  Please  be  brief.  Name 
is  not  required.  Remember:  in  time  of  crisis,  your  pastor  can  make 
recommendations  on  your  counseling  needs.  , 


Ice  storm  postpones  youth 
choir  auditions  across  state 

Three  All-State  Youth  Choir  been  relocated  to  First  Cl 
Auditions  have  been  re-sched-  Summit,  and  will  be  held  M; 
uled  due  to  the  Feb.  1  ice  storm  5-8  p.m. 
that  hit  the  state,  according  to  Those  who  were  previ 
Susan  Clark,  youth  music/drama  registered  for  the  original 
contract  consultant  with  the  tion  dates  and  sites  have 
Church  Music  Department  of  the  automatically  registered  f 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  new  sites,  unless  the  C 
Board.  Music  Department  othe 

The  audition  originally  sched-  receives  notification, 
uled  for  Feb.  3  at  University  There  are  still  registr: 
Church,  Hattiesburg,  will  be  held  available  for  these  three  ai 
3-6  p.m.  Feb.  24  at  that  church.  sites. 

The  audition  originally  sched-  For  more  information,  c 
uled  for  Feb.  1  at  First  Church.  Clark  at  the  Mississippi  E 
Biloxi,  will  be  held  March  5  at  Convention  Board,  P.O.  Bo 
that  church,  from  5-8  p.m.  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530. 

The  audition  scheduled  for  Feb.  phone  (601 )  968-3800;  or  tc 
2  at  Central  Church,  McComb,  has  outside  Jackson  (800)  748-11 


HMB  taps  Brazilian 
couple  with  foreign 
agency  affiliation 


ALPHARETTA,  Ga.  (BP)  —  A 
Brazilian  couple  working  among 
Portuguese-speaking  people  in 
New  York  City  are  the  first  home 
missionaries  jointly  appointed  by 
the  Home  Mission  Board  (HMB) 
and  Baptists  m  another  country. 

Sebastian  Baptista  and  his  wife. 
Ieda,  were  appointed  Feb.  6  by  the 
HMB  executive  committee.  They 
also  serve  with  the  Brazilian  Bap¬ 
tist  Convention's  World  Mission 
Board.  They  are  financially  sup¬ 
ported  by  Brazil’s  World  Mission 
Board,  the  HMB,  and  the  Baptist 
Convention  of  New  York. 

The  HMB  executive  committee 
also  discussed  the  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  Convention  (SBC)  restructur¬ 
ing,  noted  highlights  from  last 
year,  elected  two  men  to  staff 
positions,  appointed  two  other 
missionaries,  and  learned  of  23 
chaplain  endorsements. 

The  HMB  is  considering  joint 
appointments  with  Baptist  groups 
in  Korea.  Romania.  Argentina,  and 
other  countries,  said  Russell 
Begaye.  HMB  director  of  language 
church  starting. 

The  proposed  SBC  restructuring 
involves  reducing  the  number  of 
SBC  agencies  from  l‘>  to  4 2  It 
would  eliminate  the  HMB  and 


be  Cooperative  Program  totaled 
,242  more  than  the  previous  record 

Southern  Baptist  churches  in  Missis- 
436,  which  was  $741,817  more  than 


The  Mississippi  CP  budget  is  set  each  year  by  messengers  to  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention.  The  gifts  are  used  for  church 
leader  training,  Christian  higher  education,  and  child  care.  A  total 
of  37%  of  all  dollars  given  through  Mississippi  Baptist  churches 
goes  to-Southem  Baptists  causes  outside  the  state,  such  as  home 
and  foreign  missions. 


/luJc^Ott  v  /cuu '  A  ' 

1-800-873-8572  or  (601)  981-8415 

Jackson,  MS  39216 


1801  Crane  Ridge  Drive 


Celebrating  18  Years 


Many  legislative  bills  die 


m  committee;  others  bear  watching 


By  Paul  G.  Jones  II  and  Elizabeth  K.  Holmes 

nd  blood  alcohol  tests.  age  2 1  from .  1 0  B  AC  to  .02  B  AC. 

' S)  requires  the  posting  of  Church  and  state 

ted  alcohol  warning  sign  HB  322  permits  the  use,  reading,  or 
>1  is  sold.  posting  of  historical  or  legal  docu- 

would  read:  “Warning!  ments  containing  religious  references 
KT  beef,  or  other  alcoholic  in  public  schools 
ring  pregnancy  can  cause  Criminal  justice 

SB  257 1 ICS)  establishes  the  "Mis- 
is  a  specialized  bill  that  sissippi  Streetgang  Act"  and  allows 
isively  to  food  manutac-  civil  action  against  street  gangs  and 
se  alcoholic  beverages  in  individual  members  of  gangs, 
processing  of  food  items.  SB  2794ICS)  is  a  special  bill  that 
')  increases  the  excise  tax  arose  from  the  Select  Committee  on 
beverages,  light  beer  and  Juvenile  Justice,  appointed  by  the  Lt. 
garettes.  The  bill  directs  Governor  to  address  the  problems  of 
:es  be  expended  by  Med-  children  and  youths  in  the  state, 
i  on  the  medically  needy.  The  bill  pros  ides  for  a  study  of  the 
7S)  lowers  the  DUI  blood  need  for  one  state  agency  to  coordinate 
nt  (B  AC)  for  drivers  under  and  direct  most  of  the  children  and 


Most  of  the  1996  legislative 
bills  being  tracked  by  the  Missis¬ 
sippi  Baptist  Christian  Action 
Commission  (CAC)  have  died  in 
committees,  indicating  that  people 
across  the  state  have  communicat¬ 
ed  their  concerns  to  legislators  and. 
in  most  cases,  the  concerns  have 
been  heeded. 

The  following  bills  are  still 
alive  in  the  1996  Mississippi  Leg¬ 
islature.  having  been  passed  out  of 
committee  or.  if  it  is  a  revenue  bill, 
operating  on  a  different  deadline. 

Any  bill  number  followed  by 
(CS)  is  a  committee-substituted 
version  that  differs  from  the  origi¬ 
nal  bill.  Revenue  bills  are  followed 
by  (R). 

Abortion 

Senate  Bill  (SB)  2817(CS)  requires 
the  Mississippi  State  Department  of 
Health. io  enforce  abortion  informed 
consent  laws. 

Alcohol 

House  Bill  (HB)  86(CS)  autho- 
rizes”brew  pubs”  —  a  restaurant  that 


youth  programs  presently  scattered  management,  food  and  beverage  man- 
throughout  state  government.  agement.  accounting,  security,  hospi- 

Education  tality.  cage  and  count  operations,  and 

HB  31(CS)  requires  criminal  back-  slot  machine  management, 
ground  checks  for  public  school  This  is  identical  to  the  Nevada 
teacher  applicants  and  prohibits  con-  statute,  except  that  "how  to  gamble" 

victed  felons  from  teaching  in  public  courses  will  not  be  permitted, 
schools.  HB  1 13 llCS )  implements  a  prob- 

SB  25371  CS)  creates  the  “School  lem  gambler  prevention/treatment  pro- 
Personnel  Criminal  History  Verifica-  gram  in  the  Mississippi  State  Mental 
tion  Act,”  requiring  sex  offense  and  Health  Department, 
criminal  history  of  all  school  personnel.  One-third  of  the  funding  will  come 
Family  from  fines  levied  by  the  State  Gaming 

HB  123/R)  provides  a  $5,000  Commission;  one-third  from  casinos: 
income  tax  credit  for  adoption  of  a  and  one-third  from  businesses  that 
child.  supply  casinos. 

HB  1163  amends  state  law  to  pro-  Obscenity 

vide  additional  victim  assistance  coor-  SB  2495  authorizes  certain  addi- 
dinators  in  13  of  the  state's  circuit  tional  counties  (primarily  Lowndes 
court  districts.  County), to  adopt  ordinances  regulating 

SB  2189  permits  removal  of  massage  parlors  and  public  displays  of 
parental  rights  in  cases  of  sex  abuse.  nudity. 

Gambling  State  senators  and  representa- 

HB  75(CS)  permits  employment  of  fives  can  be  reached  during  the 
convicted  felons  in  any  aspect  of  a  session  at  P,0.  Box  1018,  Jackson, 
casino  operation,  seven  years,  after  MS  39205-1018.  Telephone;  (601) 
conviction,  unless  denied  by  tlye  exec-  359-3770. 

utive  director  of  the  Mississippi  Gam-  For  more  information,  contact 
ing  Commission.  CAC  at  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson, 

HB  521(CS)  permits  state  colleges  MS  39205-0530.  Telephone:  (601) 
and  universities  to  teach  courses  in  968-3800  or  toll-free  outside  Jack- 
casino  management,  auditing,  and  son  (800)  748-1651. 
security  as  part  of  a  general  business  Jones  is  executive  director, 
degree,  as  well  as  courses  in  related  CAC.  Holmes  is  CAC  consultant 
casino  activities  of  hotel  and  motel  for  family  and  women's  issues. 

Cyberpom  battle  moves  to  court 
after  president  signs  legislation 

WASHINGTON  (BP)  —  Anti-  services  of  indecent  material  to 
pornography  organizations  rejoiced  minors.  Those  found  guilty  of 
at  President  Clinton’s  signing  of  a  knowingly  disseminating  pornog- 
telecommunications  reform  bill,  raphy  may  be  imprisoned  for  a 
w  hile  the  ACLU  immediately  went  maximum  of  two  years  and  forced 
to  court  in  an  attempt  to  halt  a  con-  to  pay  a  fine, 
troversial  cyberporn  provision  in  The  legislation  w  ould  apply 
the  legislation.  whether  The  material  was  sent 

The  president  signed  into  law  directly  to  a  minor  or  dtsplayed  in 
Feb.  8  the  Telecommunications  a  manner  available  to  a  minor. 
Reform  Act.  which,  among  other  Under  the  legislation,  on-line 
effects,  will  open  the  door  lor  services  and  access  providers  are 
more  competition  among  tele-  not  held  liable  for  providing 
phone  companies  and  within  the  access  to  systems  or  networks  over 
cable  television  industry.  which  they  have  no  control. 

Included  in  the  new  law  is  a  The  ACLU  und  19  others  filed 
provision  which  prohibits  the  dis-  stpt  iifd  Philadelphia  federal  court 
tribution  through  on-line  computer  within  hours  after  the  president 


House  approves  vouchers 
in  D.C.  budget  measure 


WASHINGTON  (ABP)  — 
manufactures  a  limited  amount  of  beer  Taxpayers  could  foot  the  bill  for 

scholarships  to  private  .  and 
parochial  schools  in  the  District  of 
Columbia  under  a  funding  mea¬ 
sure  approved  by  the  U.S.  House 
of  Representatives  Jan.  31. 

On  a  21 1-201  vote,  lawmakers 
approved  a  House-Senate  confer¬ 
ence  report  that  provides  $4.99 
billion  in  D.C.  funding  for  fiscal 
1996.  It  also  contains  a  compro¬ 
mise  on  a  controversial  voucher 
proposal  pushed  by  Sen.  James 
Jeffords,  R-Vt.  The  Senate  has  yet 
to  act  on  the  conference  report. 
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Call  Tri-State  V  an  Hus  Today!  1-800-330-3622 
BUSES!  VANS!  PEOPLE  MOVERS' 


Your  Church 
Cannot  Be  Destroyed 
Your  Church 
Building  Can! 

The  spirit  of  your  Church 
cannot  be  destroyed. 

But  your  Church  building  can! 
Protect  it  with 
the  Church  specialists . . . 


Pews,  pulpits,  baptistries, 
stained  glass,  carpet, 
steeples,  lighting, 
folding  doors. 
-  theater  seats. 


Van  Winkle 
Church 
Furnishings  & 

Pew  Upholstery 

Box  501,  Fulton,  MS  38843 
In  MS.  Toll  Free  1-800-624-9627 


For  Quality  Ministry 
Preparation  htt 

♦  Prmhinq 
^Teaching 

♦  Mftsk 

♦  Christum  Education 


Bob  Ford 

Andy  Moak  —  Ken  Shearer 
Boyles  Moak  &  Brickell  Ins. 
P.O.  Box  14247 
Jackson,  MS  39236 
(601)  982-4700 


Passion  Play — Atlanta,  Ga. 

March  23-24/March  30-31, 1996 
$175  Per  Person 

•  Motorcoach  Transportation 

•  Overnight  Accommodations 

•  City  Tour  and  Sightseeing 

•  Orchestra  Seats  for  Renowned 

Passion  Play 

•  Reserved  Seating  for  Sunday 

Services 

First  Baptist  Church,  Atlanta 
Dr.  Charles  Stanley 


Passion  Play — Memphis,  Term. 

March  30, 1996 
$80  Per  Person 

•  Motorcoach  Transportation 

•  Dixon  Art  Gallery' 

•  Lunch 

•  Tickets  to  the  Afternoon 

Performance  Passion  Play 
at  Bellevue  Baptist  Church 

•  Dinner 


PREFERRED  RISK  MUTUAL 
INSURANCE  COMPANY  • 

A  Member  of  PREFERRED  RISK  GROUP 

'AW  i>5  Mom***  *owj 


America's  Nondnnkers  Insurance  Company! 

Endorsed  By  Annuity  Board  of 


Southern  Baptist  Convention’’  | 


“People  Count”  is  theme  for 
’96  Season  of  Home  Missions 


This  year’s  theme  for  the  Sea¬ 
son  of  Home  Missions  can  he 
traced  to  the  desk  of  former  Home 
Mission  Board  (HMB)  President 
Arthur  Rutledge; 

Rutledge  was  at  a  bank  when 
he  noticed  a  paperweight  reading 
“People  Count,  according  to  Ruth 
•aMcKinney,  former  executive  sec¬ 
retary  to  the  president. 

He  made  a  comment  to  a  bank 
employee,  who  located  and  gave 
one  of  the  paperweights  to  Rut-' 
ledge.  He  kept  it  on  his  desk  for 
all  to  see. 

The  book  The  Rutledge  Era 
quotes  the  president  as  saying,  "It 
sits  there  as  a  reminder  to  me.... 
Unless  everything  I  do,  some¬ 
where  or  other,  contributes  to 
touching  people  for  Christ,  then  it 
doesn't  have  real  value.” 

The  “People  Count"  paper¬ 
weight  didn't  exclusively  target  the 
lost,  adds  McKinney.  It  referred  to 
anyone,  she  said,  including  home 
missionaries  and  Southern  Baptists 
calling  for  information. 

Today,  the  HMB  helps  South¬ 
ern  Baptists  tell  people  they  count 
through  church  starting,  evange¬ 
lism.  and  ministry. 

Last  year.  HMB  President 
Larry  Lewis  reminded  a  home 
missions  week  conference.  "We 
have  to  ask  continually.  'Do  I  real¬ 
ly  care  about  the  unsaved T" 


By  David  Winfrey 

Throughout  America.  440 
counties  still  have  no  Southern 
Baptist  church. 

While  Bold  Mission  Thrust 
goals  include  having  50.000  con¬ 
gregations  bv  the  year  2000 . 
Lewis  noted  that  is  not  Southern 
Baptists'  primary  aim.  "Our  goal 
is  to  evangelize  America." 

Darrell  Robinson.  HMB  vice 
president  for  evangelism,  lauds  the 
People  Count  theme  to  help  pro¬ 
mote  personal  evangelism. 

"Because  people  count,  the 
evangelism  section  has  developed 
People  Sharing  Jesus,  a  Christ- 
centered.  person  centered 
approach  to  witnessing,"  he  said. 

That  witnessing  plan  helps 
believers  see  people  as  God  sees 
them  and  shows  how  to  apply  the 
love  of  Christ  to  a  person's  great¬ 
est  need,  Robinson  said. 

"People  count  with  Jesus 
and  they  count  with  those  who 
are  walking  with  Jesus."  he 
pointed  out. 

People  also  count  because  they 
are  important  to  Christian  min¬ 
istries.  said  Don  Hammonds. 
HMB  interim  vice  president  of 
ministry. 

"People  count  because  God 
loves  them.”  Hammonds  said. 
"People  count  because  we  need 
them.  We  need  for  them  to  share 
the  gifts  God  has  given  them.  The 


The  Top  Ten: 

1995  Annie  Armstrong 
Easter  Offering 


1. 

Texas 

$5,581,016 

2. 

N.  Carolina 

4,334,950 

3. 

Georgia 

3,654,230 

4. 

Alabama 

3,560,522 

5. 

Tennessee 

2,874,625 

6. 

S.  Carolina 

2,626,260 

7. 

Mississippi 

2,414,354 

8. 

Florida 

2,009,069 

9. 

Virginia 

1,894,008 

10. 

Missouri 

1,403,053 

Total  1995  Offering: 

$38,908,339 

As  of  December .?  / ,  1995 

Source:  Southern  Baptist  Home  Mission  Board 

gifts  of  creativity,  caring  relation¬ 
ships  and  concern  for  others." 

Chaplains,  who  are  endorsed 
through  the  HMB.  are  the  feature 
of  this  year's  home  missions 
study. 

Chaplains  demonstrate  that 
people  count  by  ministering  to  all 
kinds  of  people,  said  Huey  Perry. 
HMB  chaplaincy  division  director. 

Chaplains'  workplaces  include 
high-security  prisons,  hospital 
psychiatric  wards,  crime  scenes, 
and  military  bases.  Perry  noted. 

"Jesus  had  contact  with  people 
who  were  outcasts,"  he  said.  “We 
show  people  count  because  we  are 
where  they  are. 

“Chaplains  go  where  the 
church  cannot  and  sometimes  will 
not  go.  We  go  because  we've  been 
commanded  to  go.  We’re  not  ful¬ 
filling  the  Great  Commission  if 
we're  not  willing  to  go,’’  Perry 
said. 

Winfrey  writes  for  the  HMB. 


Home  missions  at  work 

John  Spencer  (second  from  right),  home  missionary  and  pastor  of 
Canton  Church  and  Neighborhood  Center  in  Baltimore,  is  a  familiar  sight 
around  the  neighborhood  where  he  lives  and  works.  Spencer’s  son, 
Cameron  (second  from  left)  often  accompanies  his  father  on  neighbor¬ 
hood  visits.  Since  his  appointment  in  1988,  Spencer  has  led  the  87-year- 
old  mission  congregation  to  become  a  fully  constituted  church.  (HMB 
photo  by  Laura  Sikes) 


Native  Texans  find  “home”  in  Montana 


GARDINER.  Mont.  —  Fisher¬ 
man's  heaven.  Hunter’s  paradise. 
Big  Sky  Country. 

These  are  just  a  few  of  the 
ways  Montana  is  described  by 
people  who  have  discovered  the 
natural  beauty  and  resources  of  the 
United  States'  41st  state,  but  if  Joe 
and  Cindy  Boney  are  asked  to 
describe  Montana,  these  native 
Texans  call  it  "home”  and  one  of 
the  nation's  most  challenging  mis¬ 
sion  fields. 

The  Boneys  know  these  attrib¬ 
utes  of  Montana  because  they  have 
served  there  through  the  Southern 
Baptist  Home  Mission  Board  for 
nine  of  the  past  1 1  years. 

The  couple  is  among  the  home 
missionaries  featured  in  this  year's 
Week  of  Prayer  for  Home  Mis¬ 
sions.  March  3-  10. 

Joe  and  Cindy  surrendered  to 
God’s  call  to  missions  in  August 
1984  while  members  of  South 
Georgia  Church  in  Amarillo. 

Five  children  between  the  ages 
of  nine  and  four,  and  Joe's  lack  of 
a  college  and  seminary  education, 
limited  their  options  for  mission¬ 
ary  service. 

The  quickest  way  to  the  mis¬ 
sion  field,  they  were  told,  was 
serving  in  a  bivocationa)  role 
through  the  HMB's  Mission  Ser¬ 
vice  Corp. 

The  first  assignment  offered  to 
the  Boneys  was  one  in  the  north¬ 
east  United  States.  In  the  midst  of 


By  Teresa  Dickens 

the  negotiations  on  that  assignment, 
the  Boneys  received  word  of  anoth¬ 
er  assignment  in  Billings,  Mont. 

Although  they  knew  a  great 
deal  about  the  assignment  in  the 
northeast  and  very  little  about  the 
opportunity  in  Montana,  the  cou¬ 
ple  sensed  that  Montana  was 
where  they  belonged. 

So.  in  June  1985.  the  Boney 
family  moved  to  Billings  where  he 
served  as  associate  pastor  of 
Bethel  Baptist  Church. 

In  August  1989.  the  family 
moved  to  New  Orleans  where  Joe 
earned  an  associate  of  divinity 
degree  at  New  Orleans  Seminary. 

Jive  was  pastor  of  Bogue  Falaya 
Baptist  Church  in  Folsom.  La., 
while  a  student. 

After  graduating  in  May  1991. 
the  Boneys  returned  to  western 
Montana  where  he  was  a  church 
planter  with  the  Home  Mission 
Board  in  Thompson  Falls. 

Last  summer,  the  couple  and 
their  youngest  daughter.  Heather, 
moved  to  the  Montana  border  of 
the  Yellowstone  National  Park 
w  here  he  serves  as  pastor  of  Gar¬ 
diner  Baptist  Mission. 

"Montana  is  our  home."  declared 
Joe.  "Leaving  Montana  to  attend 
seminary  helped  us  know  that.  All 
of  us  were  homesick  the  entire  time 
we  were  in  New  Orleans." 

"Baptist  work  in  Montana  is 
slow."  Joe  commented.  “Relation¬ 
ship  is  very  important  to  the  peo¬ 


ple;  therefore,  one-on-one  ministry 
is  absolutely  necessary. 

“That  is  what  'People  Count’ 
means  to  me."  he  continued,  "min¬ 
istering  one-on-one." 

Dickens  writes  for  WMU  and 
is  a  former  staff  member  of  The 
Baptist  Record. 


Joe  and  Cindy  Boney  huddle 
together  for  warmth  in  front  of 
Gardiner  Mission  near  Yellowstone 
National  Park  in  Montana.  Joe 
accepted  the  pastorate  of  the  mis¬ 
sion  after  serving  since  1985  as  a 
Home  Mission  Board  Mission  Ser¬ 
vice  Corps  volunteer.  (Photo  by 
Mark  Sandlin) 
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Home  Missions  Day  in  Sunday  School 

March  10 

|| pimie  Armstrong  Easter  Offering 


Mississippi  support  helps  missionaries 
win  lost  on  America’s  own  mission  field 


By  Sarah  Zimmerman 

along  with  the  Royal  Ambassadors 
(RA)  and  Girls  in  Action  (GA) 
groups,  presented  a  musical  enti¬ 
tled  "Back  Yard  Bunch.” 

A  love  offering  was  taken  at 
the  end  of  the  musical,  and  the 
money  was  used  to  buy  the  New 
Testaments. 

"We  have  received  letters  from 
se\eral  of  the  children  w  ho  got  the 
New  Testaments  and  accepted 
Christ,"  Warnock  said. 

"Never  in  my  wildest  dreams  did 
I  think  so  many  people  would  be 
praying  for  me  on  the  same  day,” 
said  Richard  Harris,  associational 
missionary  in  Wheeling,  W.Va. 

"We  got  letters  from  people  all 
over  the  country.  We  would  feel  a 
whole  lot  more  alone  without  that. 
Now  we  know  we're  not  forgot¬ 
ten,"  he  said. 

Harris  and  other  missionaries 
said  they  received  encouragement 
and  saw  prayers  answered  as  a 
result  of  being  featured  in  last 
year’s  Week  of  Prayer. 

Harris  requested  prayer  for  new 
congregations  and  stronger 
churches  in  the  Upper  Ohio  Valley 
Association. 

The  association  started  one 
congregation,  and  two  churches 
had  more  than  100  in  Sunday 
School  for  the  first  time. 

Each  of  the  12  associational 
churches  reported  at  least  two  bap¬ 


tisms  last  year,  he  said,  and  the 
total  number  of  baptisms  was 
more  than  100. 

Ramon  Aleman,  Oklahoma 
church  starter,  asked  Southern  Bap 
lists  to  pray  for  resources  needed  to 
construct  an  Hispanic  church  build¬ 
ing  in  Hennessey.  Okla. 

The  church  received  a  loan 
from  the  Baptist  Foundation  o 
Oklahoma,  and  the  concrete  was 
poured  in  November. 

“Everything  came  together  like 
hand  in  glove,”  said  Aleman,  who 
is  now  looking  for  volunteer  con¬ 
struction  teams. 

Dub  Bryant,  evangelism  direc¬ 
tor  in  Montana,  asked  Baptists  to 
pray  for  spring  revivals  there. 

He  was  overwhelmed  with  the 
support  from  fellow  Southern  Bap¬ 
tists  during  the  Week  of  Prayer. 

“You  wouldn’t  believe  the  let¬ 
ters  and  phone  calls  and  cards,  he 
said.  “One  church  sent  us  what 
looked  like  a  roll  of  wide  adding 
machine  tape  with  at  least  750  sig¬ 
natures  on  it.” 

Most  of  the  mail  included  notes 
telling  Bryant  and  his  wife  that  peo¬ 
ple  were  praying  for  their  specific 
requests  rather  than  praying  for  all 
missionaries  in  general.  “I  didn’t 
know  that  many  people  really  cared 
about  us  an  individuals,”  he  said. 

Zimmerman  writes  for  the 
Home  Mission  Board. 


ALPHARETTA,  Ga.  —  While 
the  Season  of  Home  Missions  is  a 
time  to  raise  money  —  this  year’s 
goal  for  the  Annie- Armstrong 
Easter  Offering  is  S42  million  — 
it  is  also  time  to  increase  the  kind 
of  support  that  money  can’t  buy. 

During  the  Week  of  Prayer  for 
Home  Missions,  Southern  Baptists 
are  asked  to  pray  for  home  mission¬ 
aries  whose  specific  prayer  requests 
are  highlighted  in  everything  from 
bulletin  inserts  to  videos. 

Bill  Sims,  evangelism  consul¬ 
tant  in  California  who  specializes 
in  block  parties,  said  last  year  was 
the  best  of  his  ministry. 

"I  saw  800  professions  of  faith, 
and  a  lot  of  it  was  a  result  of  hav¬ 
ing  the  resources,”  he  reported. 

Sims  requested  prayer  that  he 
would  receive  English  and  Span¬ 
ish  marked  New  Testaments, 
which  he  uses  to  share  the  gospel. 

"Thousands  of  New  Testaments 
came  in  from  all  over  the  country. 
I  couldn’t  believe  it.  I  didn’t  count 
them,  but  my  ‘guesstimate’  is  that 
we  received  more  than  10,000 
New  Testaments." 

Sims  said  a  Mississippi 
church,  Tate  Church  in  Corinth, 
sent  800  New  Testaments. 

“We  had  300  people  saved  as  a 
result  of  those,"  he  said. 

Greg  Warnock.  Tate  Church 
pastor,  said  the  children's  choir. 


Seferino  Martinez  (center),  holding  son  Freddie,  stands  on  the  founda¬ 
tion  of  a  church  building  project  in  Hennessey,  Okla.,  with  two  unidentified 
members  of  First  Church,  Hennessey,  which  sponsors  the  Hispanic  mis¬ 
sion.  Home  missionary  Ramon  Aleman,  an  Oklahoma  church  starter, 
requested  prayer  for  the  mission  construction  last  year  when  he  was  fea¬ 
tured  in  the  Week  of  Prayer  for  Home  Missions.  “Everything  came 
together  like  hand  in  glove,”  he  said.  (HMB  photo  by  Paul  Obregon) 

Missionary  clinic  promotes 
spiritual,  medical  healing 

By  Teresa  Dickens 

EL  PASO  —  People  don't  usu-  Mission  Board's  Church  and 
ally  go  to  church  when  they’re  Community  Ministries  Depart¬ 
feeling  their  worst,  but  in  El  Paso  ment.  she  now  pursues  a  nursing 
that’s  exactly  what  draws  them  to  degree  while  working  at  the  clinic. 
Del  Centro  Baptist  Church.  Barraza  described  her  role  at 

In  one  small  room  a  young  girl  the  clinic  as  one  of  "floating, 
complains  about  pain  in  her  lower  “What  I  call  ‘floating  is  just 
abdomen,  while  in  another  room  a  trying  to  direct  problems  away 
child  is  immunized  against  from  Mrs.  Poe  (director  of  the 
hepatitis.  clinic),”  she  explained.  “There’s 

Across  the  hall  a  member  of  the  some  stuff  that  I  am  able  to  steei 
church’s  Woman's  Missionary  in  another  direction  and.  that  s 
Union  (WMU)  sterilizes  medical  what  I  try  to  do  " 
instruments,  and  in  another  room"  a  Barraza  s  "floating  may  call 
doctor  dispenses  medicine  for  a  on  her  to  do  a  variety  of  things 
woman  with  migraine  headaches.  such  as  interpret  for  one  of  th< 
It’s  Saturday  morning  at  the  medical  personnel  on  duty  oi 
inner-city  church  and  its  medical  check  with  the  pharmacy  about  the 
clinic  is  going  full  steam.  availability  of  a  medicine. 

A  hundred  ailing  individuals  “Our  postal  zip  code  —  79901 
fidget  in  metal  chairs  in  the  —  is  recognized  as  the  fifth  poor 
crowded  fellowship  hall,  waiting  est  zip  code  area  in  the  nation, 
to  be  assigned  a  physician.  Barraza  said.  Many  of  these  tarn 

Southern  Baptist  home  mis-  ilies  have  only  two  rooms  ant 
sionary  Yolanda  Barraza  serves  as  _  sleep  on  the  floor, 
mediator  between  the  two  worlds  Helping  patients  find  spiritua 
—  that  of  the  sick  on  one  side  of  healing  is  the  ultimate  goal  of  th< 
the  wall  and  the  medical  volun-  clinic.  Yolanda  said, 
teers  of  the  El  Paso  Medical  Clinic  "This  is  a  great  place  tor  , 
on  the  other.  church  and  clinic.  Our  WML 

“The  people  do  not  come  for  members  go  into  the  city  pari 
the  Christian  witness;  they  come  across  the  street  and  invite  t h< 
for  the  pills,"  acknowledged  Bar-  people  to  the  church  parking  In 
raza.  associate  director  of  the  clin-  iorj;ottee  and  sweet  rolls.  Tha 
ic.  “But  in  the  scheme  of  things  gives’  them  the  opportunity  to  han( 
they  receive  that  witness  and  stum-  out  tracts  and  begin  witnessin; 
ble  onto  the  gospel  in  the  process.”  one-on-one,  she  said. 

Barraza,  who  grew  up  in  El  We  want  people  to  know  th, 

Paso  and  once  had  family  living  in  we  re  here  because  of  the  Lord  — 
the  neighborhood  w'here  she  now  not  just  to  give  pills  away,  sh 
serves,  is  among  the  home  mis-  said.  It  s  not  anything  else  but  t 
sionaries  featured  in  this  year’s  give  a  witness. 

Week  of  Prayer  for  Home  Mis-  Dickens  writes  for  WMU  an 
sions,  March  3-10.  is  a  former  staff  member  of  Th 

Serving  through  the  Home  Baptist  Record. 


Puerto  Rico  40 
Virgin  Islands  4 


Guam  2 

American  Samoa  13 


As  of  Deicrtder  31,  1995 
Source:  SBC  Home  Mission  Board 


Just  for  the  Record 


Southwest  Baptist  University 
Invitational  Tournament  in  Boli¬ 
var.  Mo.  Carey  placed  third  over¬ 
all  in  the  tournament.  Kansas 
State  University  won  the  event 
and  the  University  of  Oklahoma 
placed  second.  Cliff  Burris, 
McComb:  Robin  McGehee,  Jack- 
son:  John  Miller,  Columbia;  Can¬ 
dace  Cochran,  Petal,  Shenel 
Crockett,  Jackson:  Leanne  Ben¬ 
nett.  Diamondhead;  and  John 
Celoria,  Bogue  Chitto;  won 
awards. 


,  Maggie  Payne,  assistant  professor  of  nursing  at  William  Carey  College 
(left)  and  Melissa  Messner,  nursing  student  (right)  welcome  Gerald 
Berenson,  researcher  of  “The  Bogalusa  Heart  Study”  (center);  to  the 
“Nursing  for  the  Future"  workshop  held  recently  at  Carey  College. 

“America’s  longest  running, 
accredited  D.  Min.  will  be  housed 
at  our  medical  center,”  according 
to  Paul  Stephenson,  director  of 
Pastoral  Care,  Counseling,  and 
Clinical  Pastoral  Education.  Semi¬ 
nars  are  scheduled  for  the  first 
Monday  and  Tuesday  of  each 
month. 


The  Mississippi  College  Pool 
has  received  national  recognition 
for  its  water  fitness  program, 
being  ranked  as  the  top  college 
program  in  the  nation  by  a  nation¬ 
al  association  promoting  water 
exercise  and  fitness.  The  United 
States  Water  Fitness  Association 
(USWFA)  also  ranked  the  pro¬ 
gram  18th  nationally  among  all 
categories  in  the  annual  Top  100 
Water  Fitness  Programs  rankings. 
“It's  a  real  feather  in  your  cap  to 
be  named  the  top  college  program 
in  the  country.”  said  John  Span- 
nuth.  president  and  CEO  of  the 
Association.  “It  has  become  very 
prestigious  to  be  ranked  so  high- 


and  hospital.  The  prayer  ministry 
at  First  Church  involves  40  volun¬ 
teers,  each  giving  an  hour  one  day 
each  week  to  pray  in  the  prayer 
room.  Danny  Von  Kanel,  minister 
of  music  and  education,  said: 
“The  success  of  the  church’s 
prayer  ministry  can  be  accredited 
to  the  Lord.”  John  Turner  is  pastor 
of  First  Church. 


Bethsaida  Church,  Philadelphia,  held  a  recognition  and  welcoming 
ceremony  on  Nov.  12  for  its  RAs  (below,  left),  GAs  (below,  right),  and 
Mission  Friends  (above).  The  enrollment  has  gone  from  11  in  October 
1994,  to  25  in  November  1995,  and  average  attendance  for  this  church 
year  has  been  21.  All  RAs  received  membership  pins  and  patches.  Todd 
Shepherd,  Wade  Pierce,  and  Derek  Shannon  received  Squire  5,  Lad  1,  and 
Discoverer  1  patches  respectively.  Shanna  Shepherd  received  her  Adven¬ 
tures  in  Missions  1  patch. 

Older  preschool  Mission  Friends  (from  left)  are:  front  row  Johnnie 
Smith,  leader,  Laura  Shannon,  Haley  Pierce;  back  row,  Brandon  Pierce, 
Joel  Sistrunk;  not  pictured,  Sabrina  Bryan.  Mission  Friends  Younger 
preschool,  not  pictured,  were  Dorothy  Pierce,  Linda  Hardy,  Judy  Guess, 
leader,  Reagan  Pierce,  Corey  Pierce,  and  Kurt  Shannon. 


First  Church,  Lucedale,  is 

seeking  to  minister  to  all  of 
Lucedale  and  George  County  with 
an  ongoing  prayer  ministry.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  month  of  February,  busi¬ 
nesses  are  asked  to  display  a 
poster  showing  the  prayer  min¬ 
istry  telephone  line,  (601)  947- 
4846.  The  public  is  asked  to  call 
in  their  requests.  In  addition,  a 
business-sized  card  showing  the 
number  will  be  placed  in  some 
area  businesses,  doctor’s  offices. 


George  Association  recently 
held_a  People  Sharing  Jesus  Con¬ 
ference.  This  program  of  learning 
to  share  your  faith  in  a  natural 
way  was  led  by  Jerry  W.  Mixon, 
pastor  of  Rocky  Creek  Church, 
Lucedale.  There  were  10  pastors 
in  attendance  and  14  guests.  John 
Henry,  director  of  missions,  pre¬ 
sented  each  pastor  with  a  free 
copy  of  the  leaders’  manual  and 
the  student  book. 


Cato  Church,  Rankin  Coun¬ 
ty,  will  hold  a  lay  renewal  week¬ 
end  Feb.  23-25.  A  fellowship  will 
begin  on  Friday  at  6:30  p.m. 


Wheeler  Grove  Church. 
Corinth,  will  sponsor  a  Health 
Fair  on  Feb.  24  from  7:30  a.m.  to 
12  p.m.  This  Health  Fair  will 
launch  the  church's  nursing  min¬ 
istry.  Kara  Blackard  is  pastor.  For 
more  information,  call  the  church 
at  (601)  287-2864. 


Church  Buses 
Rental  Buses 

(New  and  Used) 

•We  buy  used  buses 
•Guaranteed  buy-back  program 

Call  Henry  Headden 
Carpenter  Bus  Sales,  Inc 
Brentwood,  Tenn. 
1-(800)-370-6180  „ 
1  -(61 5  -371-6180 


A  doctoral-level  learning 
experience  is  being  made  avail¬ 
able  through  Mississippi  Baptist 
Medical  Center’s  Department  of 
Pastoral  Care  and  the  Samaritan 
Counseling  Center.  A  36-hour 
doctor  of  ministry  program  with 
Atlanta's  Columbia  Theological 
Seminary  began  on  Feb.  5. 


Available  in  20  ft.  to  33  ft.  models 
(12  to  38  Passenger) 


RAs  (from  left)  are:  front  row, 
Bradv  Sistrunk.  Tyler  Pierce.  Derek 
Shannon;  back  row,  Wade  Pierce. 
Todd  Shepherd,  Sylvia  Shannon, 
leader;  not  pictured.  Matt  Bates  and 
Kevin  Lamb 


GAs  (from  left)  are:  front  row, 
Shannon  Shepherd.  Brandi  Bates; 
back  row.  Kristy  Mayo.  Sarah  Skin¬ 
ner.  Tammy  Shepherd,  leader;  not 
pictured.  Brook  Winstead. 

ulty.  will  judge  the  contest.  The 
Southern  Literary  Festival  encom¬ 
passes  southern  states.  - 


Best  for  Less  Tours  since  1980  •  362-0045  •  1-800-841-8991 


Rankin  Association  will  hold 
its  14th  annual  Missions  Banquet 
at  First  Church.  Brandon,  on  Feb. 
22.  beginning  at  6:30  p.m.  Larry 
Lew  is,  president  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  Home  Mission  Board,  will 
be  the  speaker.  His  w  ife  will  sing. 
All  church  leaders  and  their 
spouses  are  invited  to  attend.  For 
more  information,  call  (601)  939- 


HQLY  LAND 
&  EGYPT 

1 1  days  •  DELUXE 

$1850 


8  days 

From  New  Orleans 
as  low  as 


BAPTISTRIES 

WATER  HEATERS  i-jZ 
STEEPLES  -C  # 

CROSSES 

Buy  Directly  from  Manufacturer 
Box  518 


4  days  •  5  shows 

$p£5  $250 


William  C’arey  Collegi 
Speech  and  Debate  Team  (Foren 
sics)  recently  competed  in  tht 


Orange,  Texas 


Are  you  paying  too  much  for  your  Hospital  or  Medicare  Supplement 
Insurance?  If  yes,  call  for  our  Low  Rates  Today! 

□  Major  Hospital  &  Surgical  Plan 

Helps  pay  benefits  for:  Hospital  Room,  Intensive  Care, 
Surgery,  Ambulance. 

Many  I’re-Existing  Health  Conditions  acceptable  — 

High  blood  pressure.  Diabetes,  Heart  conditions,  etc. 
(Excellent  Rates  on  ages  50+) 

□  Medicare  Supplement 

Ages  65  and  over.  No  waiting  periods. 

Low  Rates! 

J  Medicare  Supplement  under  age  65 

Call  today  for  free  information: 

E.F.  Hutton  Insurance  Marketing 

1 1  Lnkeshore  Dr.  #1-202,  Brandon,  MS  39042 

1-800-880-2305 


4  days  •  7  shows 

$P$5  $199 


1 0  days 

$1398 


Five  William  Carey  College 
students’  work  has  been  chosen 
to  compete  in  the  Southern  Liter¬ 
ary  Festival  that  will  be  held  in 
Natchez  in  April.  Ryan  Arnett. 
Hattiesburg,  will  compete  in  the 
Informal  Essay  and  Poetry  cate¬ 
gories.  Leanne  Bennett.  Diamond- 
head.  and  Petei  Smeal.  I  ucedale. 
will  compete  in  the  Short  Story 
division.  Leanne  Smith.  Laurel, 
will  enter  her  work  in  the  Formal 
Essay  category.  Valerie  Lee. 
Petal,  will  coicpcie  in  the  poetry 
category  Price  Cirwell.  of  the 
M:  issippi  State  University  lac 


MYRTLE  BEACH 

5  days  •  3  shows 

$^9  $250 


MEED  A  LUXURY  BUS? 
Few  days  -  Few  week 
25/47/55  passenger 
Can  for  Quote 


■■■■■■■■■I 


Staff  Changes 


Names  in  the  News 


Antioch  Church,  Brandon 
(Rankin  Association)  has  called 
Kyle  Cammack  of  McComb  as 
minister  of  youth  and  children, 
effective  Feb.  4.  He  received  his 
education  at  Mississippi  College. 
Marion  Spence  is  pastor. 

First  Church,  Bruce,  has 
called  Anna  Cheatham  as  minis¬ 
ter  of  youth  and  children,  effective 
Dec.  1.  A  native  of  Madison,  she 
is  a  recent  graduate  of  Mississippi 
State  University,  and  served  on  the 
Centrifuge  staff  in  1995.  Charles 
Nestor  is  pastor. 


Mission 

Offerings 


Under  the  leadership  of 
John  G.  McCall,  interim  pastor, 

Heucks  Retreat  Church, 

Brookhaven,  recently  surpassed 
its  goal  for  the  Lottie  Moon 
Christmas  Offering.  The  church 
set  a  goal  of  $6,500,  with  an 
“All  the  Way  in  One  Day”  offer¬ 
ing  of  $7,547.70.  The  total  offer¬ 
ing  for  1995  was  $7,667,70. 


Pew  Refinishing  &  Reupholstering 
Stain  Glass  •  Carpet  •  Lights 
Painting  •  Baptistries  •  Steeples 
Complete  Renovations 


Randle  and  Gloria  Poss  will  be 
honored  on  Feb.  25  upon  his  retire¬ 
ment  as  pastor  for  32  years  at  First 
Church,  Maben.  A  special  morning 
worship  service  of  praise  and 
appreciation  will  begin  at  10:55 
a.m.  followed  by  a  reception  in  the 
Family  Life  Center  from  2-4  p.m. 
Just  two  years  after  accepting  the 
call  to  Maben,  he  witnessed  the 
church  being  engulfed  by  fire.  Six¬ 
teen  months  after  the  fire,  the  con¬ 
gregation  moved  into  a  new  sanc¬ 
tuary  and  educational  building. 
During  his  pastorate,  the  church 
dedicated  a  new  pastorium.  A  fami¬ 
ly  life  center  was  completed  in 
1979  and  in  1990  an  annex  was 
added  to  the  educational  building. 
The  Posses  will  continue  to  reside 
in  Maben  and  attend  First  Church. 

Sec  The  Best  of  ISRAEL 

10-day  deluxe  tour 

Individuals  Q^y  flQ  c-ro"P‘ 

All  Inclusive: 

includes  taxes,  tips,  breakfast  4c  dinner  in  Israel 

L’  Call  for  brochure: 

817-267-9502 


CLASSIFIED  ADS 


COLEMAN,  Texas  —  Letha 
Myrtle  Saunders,  a  retired 
Southern  Baptist  missionary  to 
Brazil,  died  Feb.  4  in  San  Angelo, 
Texas.  Born  April  21,  1906,  in 
Sterling  City,  Texas,  Saunders 
was  appointed  by  the  Foreign 
Mission  Board  as  a  missionary  to 
Brazil  in  1938. 

Elizabeth  Walton  of  Jackson 

was  named  to  the  Dean’s  List  for 
the  1995  Fall  term  at  Florida  Bap¬ 
tist  Theological  College, 
Graceville,  Ra. 

TAYLORS,  S.C.  —  Nan 
Trammell  Herring,  a  retired 
Foreign  Mission  Board  mission¬ 
ary  to  China  and  Taiwan,  died 
Jan.  28  at  age  88.  She  and  her  late 
husband,  J.  Alexander  Herring, 
worked  in  China  from  the  time  of 
their  appointment  in  1935  until 
communists  came  to  power  in 
1949,  and  in  Taiwan  from  1957  to 
1969.  They  retired  in  1970.  Dur¬ 
ing  wars  and  political  instability 
overseas  that  interrupted  their 
missionary  career,  the  Herrings 
served  churches  in  Jackson;  Cul- 
lowhee,  N.C.;  Greenville,  S.C.; 
and  Moultrie.  Ga. 

LOUISVILLE,  Ky.  (BP)  — 
Daniel  L.  Akin  has  been  named 
vice  president  for  academic 
administration  and  dean  of  the 
school  of  theology  at  Southern 
Seminary  effective  June  I.  Semi¬ 
nary  President  R.  Albert  Mohler 
Jr.  announced  his  appointment  of 
Akin,  a  professor  and  administra¬ 
tor  at  Southeastern  Seminary, 
during  a  Feb.  6  chapel  service  at 
Southern  Seminary's  Louisville, 
Ky.,  campus.  Akin  has  been  dean 
of  students  and  associate  professor 
of  theology  at  the  Wake  Forest, 


RATE:  50  cents  per  word,  $5  mWmuro.  Cash  with  order  except  on  contract  advertising.  Include  name,  address,  zip  code, 
and  phone  number  in  word  count.  No  blind  ads. 


GREAT  GIFT  FOR  a  child!  Audio¬ 
cassette  tape  with  lovable  Chapel¬ 
time  Churchmice  characters 
singing  S.S.  songs  in  the  “chip¬ 
munk"  ftyle.  Forty-two  minutes  of 
exciting  entertainment  that  is  guar¬ 
anteed  to  delight  pre-school  and 
primary  children/classes  or  your 
money  back.  Reduced  price  for 
BR  subscribers  ordering  before 
March  15!  Send  $8.95  + 
$1.50/p&h  to  Chapeltime  Dept.  B., 
2222  -  33rd  St.,  Orange,  TX 
77630. 

SOUTH  JACKSON  AREA  church 
seeks  church  facilities  coordinator. 
Call  (601)371-7955. 

CFI  —  PEWS,  NEW  &  USED. 

Baptistries,  steeples,  &  stained 
glass.  MS.  &  ALA.  1-800-830- 
0583. 

ATTENTION!  BI-VOCATIONAL 

ministers  and  music  directors: 
Supplement  your  church  income. 
Earn  $500-$ 1,000  per  week  with 
American  Protective.  Leads  fur¬ 
nished,  no  overnight  travel  or 


cash  investment  —  We  train  you. 
Call  (601)  582-9000  for  confiden¬ 
tial  interview. 

BAPTISTRY/BATHTUB  REPAIR. 

Porcelain  or  fiberglass.  No  job  too 
large  or  small.  Statewide  service. 
No  mileage  charge.  K&K  Bathtub 
Repair,  1526  Gardner  Blvd., 
Columbus,  MS  39702;  1-800-349- 
2882. 

CHOIR  ROBES  &  accessories, 
pulpit/judicial  robes,  paraments. 
MURPHY  ROBES/Mac's  Robes, 
Charles  McGlocklin,  Authorized 
Dealer.  Statewide  1-800-898- 
MACS. 

CHILDREN’S  MINISTER:  Full 
time  position.  Please  send 
resume  to  Debbie  Brown,  Chil¬ 
dren’s  Minister  Search  Commit¬ 
tee,  Calvary  Baptist  Church,  1901 
North  Pierce  Street,  Little  Rock, 
AR  72207. 

CHRISTIAN  TRAVEL...  Cruises  to 
Mexico  featuring  Acapella,  New 
Song,  &  East  to  West;  Bahamas 


featuring  Charles  Stanley  &  The 
Kingsmen;  New  England  foliage 
featuring  Cynthia  Clawson  and 
The  Kingsmen  //  Branson  and 
Opryland  //  Partnership  Missions, 
senior  adults,  music,  youth  groups 
//  Cash  rebates  on  air,  lodging,  car 
rental,  and  Amtrak  //  Mississippi 
Christian  Travel,  (601)  835-0467// 
(800)  707-6287. 

MOUNTAIN  VACATION.  3BR, 
2BA  Log  Cabin  overlooking  Mag¬ 
gie  Valley,  N.C.  Weekly  and 
monthly  rentals,  May-Oct.  For 
info/reservations,  call  (601)  956- 
4568. 

USED  PEWS,  SOLID  Oak,  wood 
backed,  teal  cushioned  seats,  454 
linear  feet  (45  pews),  pulpit, 
remembrance  table.  All  offers 
considered.  Call  (601)  895-2888 
or  (601)  895-2843. 

PASSENGER  VANS  FOR  private 
and  church  groups.  From  $54.95 
per  day/limited  free  miles/  7-  to  1 5- 
seat.  Auto  &  Truck  Rental,  Jack- 
son  (601)  948-3391.  Since  1965. 


Members  of  Mt.  Moriah  Church,  Bogue  Chitto,  who  read  through  the 
entire  Bible  in  1995,  are  pictured  above.  They  are  (from  left):  front  row 
Katherine  Evans,  Ines  Leonard,  Marion  Moss,  Elsie  Hart;  back  row,’ 
Thomas  Thornton,  Ellen  Martin,  Kathy  Leonard,  and  Danny  Moss,  pastor 
Not  pictured  are  Lois  Lightsey,  Elsie  Brown,  Freddie  Leonard,  and  Mary 
Thornton. 

N.C.,  seminary  since  1992.  He 
previously  taught  at  Criswell 
College  in  Dallas  from  1986-92. 

CHERRY  GROVE,  Ore.  (BP) 

—  Mildred  E.  Lovegren,  a 

retired  Foreign  Mission  Board 
missionary  who  worked  in  min¬ 
istry  to  Chinese  overseas  for  41 
years,  died  Feb.  6.  She  was  76. 

Lovegren  was  appointed  to  work 
in  China  in  1944  and  lived  one 

term  there  before  the  communist  Handsboro  Church,  Gulfport, 
revolution.  She  worked  the  bal-  recently  licensed  Richard  Brown 
ance  of  her  career  in  Hong  Kong  (right)  to  the  gospel  ministry.  Pic- 
and  nearby  Macao  where  she  tured  with  Brown  is  Gregg  Thomas, 
helped  pioneer  Southern  Baptist  pastor 
mission  work.  ■ 

“American  Tapestry,”  was  nomi- 
Karla  Klyng  of  Vicksburg  nated  for  a  Dove  Award.  Martin 
has  been  awarded  the  prestigious  will  play  for  the  Sunday  morning 
1996  Kappa  Delta  Pi  Ann  Wilson  service  and  present  a  concert  at  4 
Clark  Memorial  *  p  m 

Scholarship  at 

Mississippi  HOGANSVILLE.  Ga.  -- 

College.  Betty  Washburn  Brown,  64. 

highest  scholar-  died  of  cancer  Feb.  I  at  her  home 

ship  giv  en  by  in  Hogansville,  Ga.  Brown  was 

’he  Mississippi  ,hc  former  Baptist  Ree- 

(  oliege  School  ord  associate  editor  Anne  W. 

Education.  McW  illiams  of  Clinton.  Funeral 

The  scholarship  services  were  held  Feb.  3  at  First 

is  named  Church,  Hogansville,  where 

Ann  Wilson  Klyng  Brown  was  a  member.  Brown 

Clark,  d  Nesho-  retired  from  Hogansville  High 

ba  County  native  who  was  a  longT  School  in  1992,  after  32  years  as 

time  Clinton  resident  who  taught  English  teacher  there.  In  addition 

elementary  education  and  guid-  to  her  sister,  she  is  survived  by 

ance  at  Mississippi  College.  her  mother,  Johnnie  Lou  Wash- 

.....  burn;  two  daughters;  a  son;  and 

Joseph  M.  Martin  will  be  the  three  grandchildren, 
guest  of  First  Church,  Vicks¬ 
burg.  on  Feb.  24  and  25,  for  a  RICHMOND.  Va.  —  Joann 
choir  workshop  and  to  present  a  Cannon  Woods,  a  retired  South- 

sacred  concert.  Martin  is  a  com-  ern  Baptist  missionary,  died  Feb. 

poser  with  over  250  published  3  at  Quitman,  Texas.  Bom  March 

choral  works  for  church  choirs.  27,  1927,  in  Gainesville,  Texas, 

He  will  serve  fs  the  guest  pianist  Mrs.  Woods  and  her  husband 
for  Music  Leadership  Week  at  E.L.  “Buddy”  Woods,  were 

Ridgecrest  Conference  Center  appointed  by  the  Southern  Baptist 

this  summer.  His  first  recording.  Foreign  Mission  Board  in  1976. 


All  Sizes 

Sales  and  Rentals 


Church  Buses 

#1  Manufacturer 
Competitive  Pricing 

Southeastern  Bus  Co. 

Clinton,  MS 
1-800-423-9826 
1-601-924-1982 


■  Uniform 

Remaining  loyal 


Bible  Book  Life  and  Work 

Leaders’  qualifications  Motives  are  important 


Bv  David  Mitchell 
Ruth  1 


By  Clayton  Littlejohn 
I  Timothy  3, 4 


By  Linda  Donnell 
Matthew  6 


The  hook  of  Ruth  is  one  of  the  most  popular  books  in  the 
Bible  and  a  perfect  example  of  a  short  story  narrative.  The 
book  contains  all  the  elements  of  a  literary  thriller:  love, 
suspense,  tragedy,  courage,  heroines,  heroes,  and  loyalty.  In 
the  Old  Testament.  Ruth  is  located  in  the  section  known  as 
Kethubhim.  or  writings.  It  is  one  of  the  five  Meghilloth,  or 
rolls,  which  were  read  in  the  synagogues  at  major  festivals. 
Ruth  was  read  during  the  Feast  of  Weeks,  or  Pentecost. 
Although  both  the  author  and  date  are  unknown,  it  is  factual 
history  that  presents  the  truth  of  God’s  grace  and  teaches 
that  the  true  people  of  God  are  any  who  choose  to  follow 
him. 

Elimelech.  his  wife  Naomi,  and  their  family  were  resi¬ 
dents  of  Bethlehem.  Sometime  near  the  end  of  the  period  of 
the  Judges,  a.faroine  in  Israel  caused  his  family  to  sojourn  to 
Moab,  a  high  country  east  of  the  Dead  Sea.  The  expression 
“country  of  Moab”  (land,  v.  2)  literally  means.Vfields  of 
Moab.”  Elimelech’s  name  means  “God  is  my  king,”  and  it 
must  suggest  his  kind  spirit  and  high  religious  ideals  that  he 
imparted  to  his  family.  The  meaning  of  his  wife’s  name' 
Naomi,  carries  with  it  the  idea  of  being  pleasant  or  agree¬ 
able.  It  may  mean  “my  joy”  or  “my  pleasant  one.”  The  fam¬ 
ily’s  intention  was  to  stay  in  this  foreign  country  of  Moab 
for  a  temporary  period.  When  the  emergency  of  the  famine 
had  passed,  they  would  return  to  Bethlehem. 

Studying  the  famine  forcing  Elimelech  to  move  his  fami¬ 
ly  to  another  country  should  cause  us  to  remember  that  there 
are  hungry'  people  here  and  around  the  world.  Before  we  can 
have  an  effective  spiritual  impact  to  someone  who  is  physi¬ 
cally  hungry,  we  must  meet  their  tangible  needs. 

During  the  following  period  of  approximately  10  years. 
Elimelech’s  family  found  sorrow  after  sorrow  (vv.  3-5). 

Soon  after  they  reached  Moab.  apparently  Elimelech  died. 
This  left  Naomi  with  her  two  sons.  Mahlon  and  Chilion. 
Almost  as  soon  as  they  reached  adulthood,  her  sons  also 
died.  Fittingly  to  their  circumstances  their  names  —  trans¬ 
lated  —  mean  "sickly”  and  “wasting  away.” 

For  Naomi  the  end  of  this  10  years  marked  a  long  period 
of  grief.  With  no  men  to  lead  them,  understanding  that  this 
was  a  necessity  in  their  culture,  Naomi  and  her  two  daugh- 
ters-in-law,  Orpah  and  Ruth,  set  out  on  a  trip  to  return  to 
Bethlehem,  a  journey  of  approximately  50-60  miles.  Show¬ 
ing  her  concern  for  the  future  of  these  two  young  women, 
Naomi  pleaded  that  they  return  to  their  own  country.  Moab. 
rather  than  go  with  her  to  Israel. 

Because  of  their  kindness  toward  Naomi  she  interceded 
that  God  might  relate  to  her  daughters-in-law  in  unfailing 
goodness,  just  as  they  had  been  loyal  to  their  husbands  and 
to  her.  Orpah  decided  that  she  would  return  to  Moab.  Ruth 
was  more  persistent  in  her  loyalty.  She  vowed  to  continue  to 
follow  Naomi  even  though  she  had  family  to  whom  she 
might  return. 

The  actions  of  these  three  women  remind  us  that  we 
should  share  each  other's  hardships.  It  would  be  wise  for  us 
to  remember  Jesus'  words:  “Verily  I  say  unto  you.  Inas¬ 
much  as  ye  have  done  it  unto  one  of  the  least  of  these  my 
brethren,  ye  have  done  it  unto  me”  (Matt.  25:40). 

Few  verses  in  the  Bible  have  been  repeated  as  often  as 
verses  16-18.  They  are  almost  always  mentioned  during  a 
wedding  service  to  encourage  the  bride  and  groom  to  pledge 
unfailing  loyalty  and  love  to  each  other.  Ruth’s  momentous 
decision  meant  that  she  would  be  changing  her  whole  life. 
Naomi’s  home  would  now  be  her  home.  The  people  of 
Naomi,  the  God,  and  the  tomb  of  Naomi  would  now  be  hers. 
There  was  nothing  that  could  separate  them.  With  words  of 
personal  devotion.  Ruth  convinced  Naomi  of  her  stalwart 
determination  and  her  willingness  to  forsake  her  Moabite 
heritage  and  to  live  the  rest  of  her  life  in  a  foreign  land.  In 
verse  1 7,  Ruth  used  the  personal  name  for  God  —  Yahweh 
—  that  is  normally  translated  “the  Lord.”  not  the  general 
designation  for  a  deity  —  Elohin k —  which  was  customarily 
used  by  foreigners.  This  is  a  strong  indication  of  the  depth 
of  her  commitment  to  God. 

The  choice  to  go  with  Naomi  was  a  choice  that  changed 
Ruth’s  life  and  brought  her  untold  blessings.  Ruth's  choice 
eventually  put  her  in  the  royal  line  of  David  and  had  a 
notable  impact  on  the  history  of  the  world. 

Mitchell  Is  pastor  of  Van  Winkle  Church,  Jackson. 


Paul's  qualifications  for  church  leaders  reveal  a  high 
standard  for  them  and  give  God's  method  of  how  a  church 
is  to  function  properly. 

Qualifications  of  pastors  (3:1-7).  Paul  had  warned  the 
Ephesian  leaders  that  false  teachers  would  arise  (Acts 
20:29-30).  and  some  already  had  ( 1:3-4,  20).  To  prevent  any 
more  he  gave  qualifications  which  a  true  leader  should  have. 
He  began  with  the  qualifications  of  a  pastor  (3:1-2).  The 
word  bishop  is  synonymous  with  the  word  pastor  (Acts 
20:28;  Phil.  LLTitus  1:7;  1  Peter  5:1-2),  and  means  “one 
who  shepherds  the  flock.”  He  must  be  “blameless,  the  hus¬ 
band  of  one  wife.”  The  deacon  also  must  meet  this  qualifi¬ 
cation  (3:12). 

Some  believe  this  allows  a  pastor  to  be  divorced  and 
remarried.  Both  Jesus  and  Paul  gave  reasons  where  divorce 
was  acceptable  (Matt.  19:9;  1  Cor.  7:15).  Others  believe  it 
means  to  be  married  only  once.  This  seems  to  fit  the  context 
,  1°  me.  To  many,  a  divorced  and  remarried  pastor  is  no 
longer  “blameless”  (v.  1 ),  or  the  husband  of  one  wife  (v.  2), 
or  able  to  rule  his  own  house  well  (v.  4).  or  of  good  report 
(v.  7)  among  those  outside  the  church.  Each  church  must 
decide  where  it  stands  on  this  issue  in  order  to  prevent 
future  problems  in  the  church. 

The  pastor  must  also  be  “vigilant,  sober,  of  good  behav¬ 
ior,  given  to  hospitality,  apt  to  teach.”  “Given  to  hospitality” 
means  to  love  strangers.  In  being  “apt  to  teach,”  the  pastor 
must  be  able  to  communicate  God’s  Word  in  a  way  that 
young  and  old.  educated  and  uneducated  alike,  can  under¬ 
stand  and  respond  to  it. 

.  In  verses  3  and  6.  Paul  listed  things  a  pastor  is  not  to  be. 
One  is  “given  to  w  ine.”  Because  of  polluted  water  in  Paul’s 
day.  wine  was  diluted  and  drunk  to  prevent  serious  physical 
problems  (5:23).  but  today  wine  is  no  longer  needed  and  is 
to  be  abstained  from  completely  (Rom.  14:21). 

The  pastor  is  not  to  be  a  “striker,  greedy  of  filthy  lucre;  a 
brawler,  covetous,  or  a  novice.”  The  word  “novice”  means 
new  convert.  The  reason  a  new  convert  is  negated  is 
because  a  quick  rise  to  leadership  tends  to  puff  one  up 
(prideful)  and  that's  a  poor  testimony  to  the  church.  If  he  is 
a  babe  in  Christ,  no  church  needs  a  baby  in  leadership. 

Qualifications  of  deacons  (3:8-13).  The  word  deacon 
means  servant  or  minister.  The  deacon  must  be  honest,  have 
integrity,  and  service  (v.  8).  He  must  be  able  to  clearly  pre¬ 
sent  the  gospel,  which  is  called  “mystery  of  the  faith”  (v.  9), 
defined  in  verse  16  from  Christ's  birth  to  his  ascension.  He 
too  must  be  “the  husband  yf  one  wife  and  rule  his  house 
well '  (v.  12).  All  these  qualifications  must  be  met  before  he 
takes  office,  "first  be  proved”  (v.  10). 

There  is  some  contro.ersy  over  who  Paul  is  referring  to 
in  vferse  1 1 .  Is  it  the  deacons'  wives,  or  a  group  of  women 
known  as  deaconesses .’  The  word  “wives”  is  also  translated 
“women."  Many  fte!  Paul  was  giving  qualifications  for  the 
office  of  deaconess  Thomas  D.  Lea,  in  The  New  American 
Commentary,  points  out  that  “New  Testament  Greek  did 
not  have  a  special  word  for  ‘deaconess’;  but  it  used  the  same 
word  with  masculine  endings  to  refer  to  both  male  and 
female  helpers  (see  Rom.  16:1).”  If  a  woman  can  serve  as 
deaconess;  her  qualifications  are  listed  as  “grave,  not  slan¬ 
derers,  sober,  faithful  in  all  things.” 

If  this  term  refers  to  the  deacon’s  wife,  then  these  are  her 
qualifications  which  must  be  met  before  her  husband  can 
take  office.  I  don’t  personally  believe  in  ordaining  women 
as  pastor  or  deacons,  but  I  thank  all  those  godly  women  who 
faithfully  serve  our  Lord  without  a  title.  The  faithful  deacon 
will  have  a  tremendous  reputation  in  the  church  and  great 
confidence  in  the  Lord,  “purchase  to  themselves  a  good 
degree”  (v.  1 3). 

A  good  minister’s  example  (4:12-16).  Evidently  Timo¬ 
thy  was  discouraged  and  ready  to  quit  the  pastorate,  so  Paul 
reminded  him  about  “the  gift  given  thee  by  the  presbytery” 

(v.  14).  This  would  include  preaching,  teaching,  evangelism, 
and  leadership,  which  the  elders  had  affirmed  by  the  laying 
on  of  hands.  Paul  said.  “Those  shall  save  thyself,  and  them 
that  hear  thee"  (v.  16).  Perseverance  is  one  of  the  identify¬ 
ing  marks  of  a  believer  (Matt.  10:22,  24,  13)  and  by  perse¬ 
verance  and  continual  teaching  of  God’s  Word,  Timothy 
would  verify  his  salvation  and  also  bring  others  to  salvation. 

Littlejohn  is  pastor  of  Ingram  Church,  Baldwyn. 


From  time  to  time  we  drive  our  automobile  into  the  ser¬ 
vice  station  and  say,  “Check  the  motor,  please.”  Perhaps 
we  should  drive  into  God’s  service  station  occasionally 
and  ask  him  to  “Check  the  motive,  please.” 

Why  do  you  do  what  you  do  in  the  church?  To  what 
extent  are  your  acts  of  religious  devotion  based  on  the 
right  motive?  \ 

A  warning  against  wrong  motives  (v.  1).  Is  it  not  sur¬ 
prising  that  Jesus  would  warn  against  the  “religious”  right¬ 
eousness  (alms)  of  the  Pharisees?  Giving,  praying,  and 
fasting,  the  three  cardinal  works  upon  which  the  Jews 
based  their  piety,  were  not  disputed  by  Jesus  as  being 
important.  But  he  did  warn  that  these  disciplines  might 
easily  lend  themselves  to  practice  for  the  wrong  motive. 

How  subtle  is  the  sinful  nature!  It  is  so  easy  to  get 
caught  up  in  doing  things  for  the  praise  of  man  or  perhaps 
for  the  purpose  of  “checking  them  off  the  list”  of  things  a 
Christian  should  do.  Over  and  over  in  the  Sermon  on  the 
Mount,  Jesus  emphasized  the  inner  attitude  over  the  out¬ 
ward  act. 

Motives  for  giving  (vv.  2-4).  Giving  was  the  most 
sacred  of  all  the  religious  acts  to  the  Jew.  To  give  was  to 
be  righteous.  But  they  most  often  gave  for  the  glory  that 
they  might  receive.  How  often  do  you  do  a  good  deed  or 
give  a  generous  gift  and  keep  it  a  secret?  Or  how  often  do 
you  minister  or  give  out  of  a  sense  of  duty? 

Giving  is  incomplete  if  you  do  not  give  of  youfself.  The 
giver  who  does  so  in  order  to  demonstrate  his  generosity 
will  receive  his  reward  —  the  praise  of  man.  But  that  is  the 
payment  in  full  (v.  2). 

Verses  3  and  4  should  not  be  taken  to  mean  that  all  gifts 
should  be  anonymous.  (Remember  Matthew  5:15.)  The 
important  point  is  the  motive.  Real  giving  will  follow  the 
pattern  set  by  Jesus  himself:  it  will  be  the  instinctive  out¬ 
flow  of  a  loving  heart. 

Motive  for  praying  (vv.  5-8).  As  with  giving,  the  Phar¬ 
isees  could  not  be  faulted  with  failure  to  pray.  It  was 
indeed  a  high  priority  to  them  —  to  the  extent  that  they 
had  prescribed  prayers  to  pray  and  specific  times  to  offer 
them.  Again,  they  often  got  bogged  down  in  the  act  and 
totally  missed  out  on  the  real  blessings  which  pour  forth 
from  prayers  offered  from  the  heart. 

Christians  today  might  also  fall  into  the  same  trap  of 
offering  meaningless  words  of  repetition  said  before  other 
people.  A  preacher  once  described  an  elaborate  prayer 
offered  in  a  large  church  as  “the  most  eloquent  prayer  ever 
offered"  to  the  congregation.  The  one  praying  may  have 
been  more  concerned  with  impressing  the  people  than  in 
making  contact  with  God. 

The  prayers  of  Christ's  followers  should  be  different 
(vv.  6-7).  They  should  be  offered  to  God  with  no  thought 
but  God.  Prayer  should  be  viewed  as  a  relationship,  not 
just  a  religious  activity. 

Motives  for  fasting  (vv.  16-18).  In  a  culture  where 
there  is  a  fast  food  restaurant  on  almost  every  corner,  fast¬ 
ing  may  seem  to  be  an  irrelevant  topic  for  today.  It  is  the 
one  discipline  so  important  in  Jewish  religion  that  is 
almost  completely  disregarded  in  current  Christian  circles. 

Even  though  Jesus  condemned  the  wrong  motives  for 
fasting,  he  did  imply  that  he  expected  his  followers  to 
engage  in  this  discipline.  Verse  16  says,  “When  you 
fast...’  This  did  not  constitute  a  command,  but  perhaps 
Christians  of  today  would  do  well  to  participate  in  this 
form  of  self-discipline.  In  our  affluent,  self-indulgent  soci¬ 
ety,  fasting  might  involve  a  far  greater  sacrifice  to  God 
than  giving. 

Fasting  is  more  than  simply  skipping  a  meal  or  giving 
up  food  or  drink.  It  must  be  God-initiated  and  totally  God- 
centered.  Only  then  can  the  spiritual  benefits  be  enjoyed. 

What  would  be  the  report  from  your  “motive  check¬ 
up?  In  what  areas  of  life  are  you  most  tempted  to  seek  the 
approval  of  people  rather  than  God?  How  honest  and  sin¬ 
cere  are  you  in  your  Christian  commitment?  May  our 
prayer  be  that  all  we  do  and  say  will  be  done  for  the  glory 
of  God  (1  Cor.  10:31). 

Donnell  is  a  member  of  First  Church,  Hattiesburg. 
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Mrs.  Robert  (Theresa)  Harris 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  John  Hollingsworth 

Tony  Harris 
Charlotte  Bryan 
Jane  Massey 
Gary  Parker 

Mr  A  Mrs.  Leonard  Pogue 
Eleanor  Umphleft 
Mignonne  Carmichael 
Trisha  Harper 
Ann  Blackledge 
Jill  Gavin 
Renee  Stiefel 
Alatha  Williams 
Linda  Broadhead 
Theresa  Stewart 
Kay  Duncan 
Diane  Toms 
Deborah  Good  paster 
Rosie  Mcl^aughlin 
Sylvia  Autry 
Nancy  Boswell 
Ann  Schroeder 
Georgia  Jackson 
Mr.  Richard  Hastings,  Jr. 

M/  A  Mrs.  Henry  Hederman 
Mrs.  Esther  Hay 
.  Mr.  &  Mrs.  John  A.  Flynt 
Mrs.  Mary  Hayden 
Mr. -A  Mrv  Jack  Rose 
Mrs.  Betty  Hetble 
'  Mrs.  Margaret  Fredericks 
Luke  Helton 
Joy  SS.  FBC- Hattiesburg 
Cedi  B.  Hendricks,  Sr.  . 

Graeber  Brothers  Inc 
Mrs.  Anna  Rounsaville 
Wood  fin  &  Mable  Hester 
Mrs.  W.  W.  Thompson 
Mrs.  Cal  lie  Holcomb 
Ms.  Mary  Hudson  Ford 

(to  be  continued) 


Ronny  E.  Robinson.  Executive  Director 
P.O.  Box  27. 

Clinton,  MS  39060-0027 
(601)922-2242 


Gifts  of  Honor  and  Memory 


A  portion  of  The  Village  View  is  allocated  each  month  to  a  list  of  Gifts 
of  Honor  and  Memory.  Many  groups  and  individuals  elect  to  pay  tribute  to 
others  through  this  sensitive,  meaningful  and  helpful  medium.  This  feature 
is  hopefully  designed  to  further  honor,  with  taste  and  respect,  those  who 
are  and  have  been  special  to  our  special  friends. 


Forest  Baptist  Church 
Mrs.  Ruby  Breazeale 
Mrs.  Sidney  B.  Thornton 
Ernest  T.  Breithaupt 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Ron  K.  Phillips 
Mrs.  Dorothy  M.  Brewer 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  James  L.  Travis 
Jerry  Muck  Bridges 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Howard  Bridges 
Margie  Bridges 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Ernest  L.  Barlow 
Willene  Brinson 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Howard  Bridges 
Kenneth  Brister 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  O.  F.  Lupo 
Rev.  J.  A.  Bryant 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Travis  Palmer 


Ruth  Smith  SS,  FBC-Greenville 
SL  John's  Hunting  Club 
(Gene  Presley) 

Wildlife  Technical  Services 
Ms.  Martha  Vaughan 
Wildlife  Technical  Services 
Mr.  Richard  M.  Whitney 
Wildlife  Technical  Services 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Lloyd  Williams 
Ruth  SS.  FBC-Tupelo 


NOV.  1, 1995- 
NOV.  30, 1995 

HONORS 


Mr.  Daniel  AJario 

Wildlife  Technical  Services 


Wildlife  Technical  Services 

Mr.  Craig  Beals 
Wildlife  Technical  Services 
Ms.  Judy  Crain  Benteo 
Wildlife  Technical  Services 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Bryan  Brabston 
Wildlife  Technical  Services 
Mrs.  Magaleno  Bryant  A  Family 
Wildlife  Technical  Services 


Mr.  C.  H.  Smith 
Mrs.  Inez  Gray  Davis 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Wade  H.  Roberts 
Mother  of  Evelyn  Dean 
Mr.  A  Mrs  Bobby  Gann 
Mr.  Woodrow  De Loach 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  R.  L.  Van  Norman 
G.  Corrace  &  Jessie  M.  Denley 
Mrs.  W  W  Thompson 
Dr.  “Dub”  Dickerson 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Alton  L  Fields 
Mrs.  Rena  Dier 
Mount  Pleasant  Baptist  Church 


MEMORIALS 


Mrs.  Myrtle  Abbott 
Helen  &  David  Jenkins 
Mrs.  Frances  Hamner 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Glen  King 
Mrs.  Hazel  Adams 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Roger  B.  Johnson 
Mrs.  Jack  M.  Simmons 
Wilton  Ainsworth 
Mr.  &  Mrv  A  T.  Woods 
Milton  &  V’Ella  Alexander 
Mr  A  MrvG.  L.  Alexander 
Mrs.  Catherine  Allbritton 
Dr.  &  Mrs.  Norman  O’Neal 
Mrs.  I.azelle  Allen 
Mrs.  Tom  S.  Glenn 
Mr  &  Mrs  Mabry  S.  &  David  Word 
Charles  B.  Word 
Mr  &  Mrs.  W.  M.  McElroy 
Miss  India  Ware 
Mrv  Edna  Andrews 
Mr.  &  Mrs  Curtis  Buchanan 
Anne  A  Trent  Hutcherson 
Mr.  Eldridge  Anglin 
Ms  Maida  A  Family  Stegall 
Mrv  Elvia  Ard 
Mrs.  Jonme  L.  Riley 
Mrs.  lvouise  Armstrong  # 

Mr  &  Mrs  Robert  A.  Smith 
Mrv  Patricia  Ash  » 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Moran  M  Pope.  Jr. 

Mrv  Xandria  Astrahan 
Mrs.  W  W  Thompson 
Ewell  Bain 

Mr  &  Mrs  Ira  Lee  Kirkpatrick  Jr 

Johnnie  Baker 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Robert  A.  Gulledge 
Mr.  Denzil  Ballard 
Mr  A  Mrs  Bobby  Bishop 

Delia  Bardwell 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Robert  A.  Gulledge 
Dr.  Hugh  B.  Barnes 
m  Mr  &  Mrs  T.  J.  Eure 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Haughey  D.  Wallace  Jr. 
Dr.  William  O.  Barnett 
Mrs.  W.  W  Thompson 
Mr.  Bobby  Ross  Barrett 
Morgan  Chapel  Baptist  Church 
Mr  A  Mrs  F.  L.  Morgan 
Mr  A  Mrs  G.  G.  Morgan 
Miss  Conroe  Jackson 
Nell  Begley 
Mrs.  Nell  B.  Gartman 
Ruby  Biggers 

Mr  A  Mrs.  Ira  Ixe  Kirkpatrick  Jr. 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Edward  l,oyd  (Shirley ) 
Bingham,  Jr. 

Mr  A  Mrs  Don  E.  Howard 

Mr  A  Mrs  David  Livingston.  Jr 

Mrs.  Dorothy  Poe 

Nell  A  Raymond  Sandrom 

Mr  A  Mrs  Lonnie  Sims 

Undine.  Fred.  A  Joy  Spam 

Deposit  Guaranty  National  Bank 

Ms  Betty  C.  Blackwell 

Louie  E.  Calvert 

Mv  Mary  C.  Hannon 

Audrey  C  Hooper 

Mr  &  Mrs.  Harold  Holhngvwontr 

Mr  A  Mrs  Rives  B  Lowrey 

Ms  Cynthia  S.  Burke 

Dr  Maria  H  Butler 

Ms.  Donna  Fazio 

Mrs.  IV>n  Frey 

Ms  Deidre  K  Howard 

Yale  Street  Baptist  Church 

Josephine  A  Fred  Evans.  Jr. 

Mr  A  Mrs  Pal  Ingram 
Mr  Tucker  Mitchell 
Mm.  Joy  hiabx-k 
Mr  ,V  Mrs  Curtis  Buchanan 
J.  B.  Bonds 

Mr  A  Mrs.  John  R.  Barr  Jr 

Mrs.  Nona  Ikwurll 
Mr  A  Mrs  W  B  Holman 

Howard  Ryals  hamily 

Mr.  Corvain  Brantley 


Wildlife  Technical  Services 
Ms.  Martha  Dalrymple-Thompson 
Wildlife  Technical  Services 
Mr.  Arch  Dalrymple 
Wildlife  Technical  Services 
Mr.  Caleb  Dana 
Wildlife  Technical  Services 
Kenneth  French 
Miss  Harriet  R.  Causey 
Mr.  Thomas  B.  Goldsby,  Jr. 

Wildlife  Technical  Services 
Omega  Gordon 

L.  Hilderbrand  SS.  Immanuel  BC 
Mrv  Mathilde  Harrigill 
Adult  Men's  SS.  Stanton  BC 
Mrs.  Avis  Herring 
Inspiration  SS.  FBC-West  Point 
Mr.  l-arry  Hubbard 
Wildlife  Technical  Services 
Mr.  John  Jacobsen 
Wildlife  Technical  Services 
Mr.  Robert  Jarvis 
Wildlife  Technical  Services 
Rubber  &  Bonnie  Johnson 
Mrs.  Sue  P.  Davis 
Mr.  Larry  Johnson 
Wildlife  Technical  Services 
Joy  SS  of  KBC-Columbia 
Mrs.  Donnice  Thornhill 
Mr.  &  Mrv  Charles  Keen 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Billy  Armstrong 
Mr.  Butch  I.ambert 
Wildlife  Technical  Services 
Mr.  Noble  Lee,  Jr. 

Wildlife  Technical  Services 
Mv  Willie  P.  Leslie 
Ruth  Smith  SS.  FBC-Greenville 
Mr.  &  Mrv  Chris  I>ong 
Wildlife  Technical  Services 
Dr.  C.  R.  McCollum,  Jr. 

Wildlife  Technical  Services 
Mr.  &  Mrv  John  R.  Mcguffie 
Wildlife  Technical  Services 
Mrv  Martha  McHaney 
Inspiration  SS.  FBC-West  Point 
Mrv  Frances  McMasters 
Ruth  Smith  SS.  FBC  -Greenville  • 
Herman  A  Carolyn  Moak 
Mrs  Sue  P.  Davis 
Mr.  Cartton  Owen 
Wildlife  Technical  Services 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  James  Parker 
Wildlife  Technical  .Services 
Paw  Paw  Island  Hunt  Club 


10- Year  Service  Pins  Awarded 


Mamie  Sims,  Child  Care  Worker,  India 


Tommy  Mallory,  Central  Supply  Depart 


Nunnery  Campus 


Wildlife  Technical  Services 
Brownie  Pearson 
Mrs.  LaVonne  L.  Bishop 
Mr.  Jeff  Portwond 
Wildlife  Technical  Services 
Mr.  Gus  Prim  os 
Wildlife  Technical  Services 
Harry  &  Esteen  Quinn 
Mr  &  Mrs  C.  M  Mitchell 
The  Honorable  Gary  Rhoads 
Wildlife  Technical  Services 
Dr.  &  Mrs.  Rodgers 
Wildlife  Technical  Services 
Bill  A  Jerri  Rogers 
Carson  Baptist  Church 
Mr.  Gilbert  Rose 
Wildlife  Technical  Services 
Ms.  Mary  Ann  Crain  Rose 
Wildlife  Technical  Serv  ices 
Mr.  Steve Nessums 
Wildlife  Tcchmc.il  Sen  ices 
Mr.  Wesley  S.  Shuftn 
Wildlife  Technical  Sen  ices 
Ms.  Ruth  Smith 


Mr.  Cooper  Walton 


Mr.  Charlie  Miller 


Vv/  rt\u  sic*l  /YNunchies  (fry/ 

(NAMING  NOTES)  ySojV 

Tim  and  Tammy  ara  vary  hungry.  Halp  tham  find  aomathing  to  aat  and  drink  on 
this  menu  of  musical  munchkra.  Spall  out  tha  words  by  writing  tha  name  of  aach 
nota  on  tha  line  balow  tha  staff,  and  by  using  the  decoder  for  other  symbols. 


Dear  Pen  Pal  Club: 

My  name  is  Amy  Chandler.  I 
am  10  year',  old  and  in  the  fifth 
gi  ,c.  I  am  a  Christian,  and  a 
n  her  of  Liberty  Rnptisi  Church. 

My  hobbies  arc  reading,  swim¬ 
ming.  watching  1  V.  and  riding  my 
bike.  1  have  a  Dalmatian  anti  two  Dear  Pen  Pal  Clufi. 
cats.  I  love  animals.  I  don’t  caie  if  My  name  is  Ashley  Best.  I'm  9 
yoi  *are  a  boy  or  a  girl  Please  send  years  old  My  birthday  is  Sept.  6. 
a  picture  of  yourself.  Write  to  me  1986.  I  go  to  Nettlcton  School.  I’m 

in  the  third  grade.  I  like  to  swim, 
skate,  and  ride  my  go-cart.  I  have 
one  brother  plus  one  dog.  I  have  a 
boyfriend,  and  his  name  is  Justin.  I 
will  send  a  picture  next  time. 

Dear  Pen  Pal  Clf^ 

My  name  is  Blair  Lindsey.  I  am 
12  years  old.  My  birthday  is  March 
8.  1  go  to  Nettlcton  School,  and 
I’m  in  the  seventh  giude.  I  like  to 
skate,  swim,  sing,  and  dance.  I  also 
.1 1 k  e  cheetleading.  I  have  two 
brothers.  Lalso  have  two  dogs. 
Molly  and  Buster.  I  have  a 
boyfriend.  Patrick  Cheek.  I  also 
got  most  beautiful  at  school. 


swim,  play  ball.  I  have  one  brother 
and  one  sister,  plus  one  dog.  We 
love  to  study  about  missions.  We 
love  for  boys  and  girl--  to  wriie  us. 
plus  we  enjoy  hearing  from  mis¬ 
sionaries. 


1 280  Cr.  107 

New  Albany,  MS  .18652 


Dc.tr  Pen  Pal  Club: 

My  name  is  Bry  n  Ashmore. 
I’m  I  I  years  old  and  in  the  sev¬ 
enth  grade.  I  have  brown  ha  tnJ 
blue  eyes.  I  go  to  Liberty  B..ptist 
Church  and  I  ain  home-schooled.  I 
am  looking  for  another  I  I -year- 
old.  but  10  will  do.  It  doesn't  mat¬ 
ter  if  you're  a  boy  or  girl.  My  hob¬ 
bies  are  listening  to  my  stereo, 
playing  .Sega,  collecting  stamps, 
fishing,  shooting  my  pellet  gun. 
playing  with  my  dogs,  football, 
and  baseball.  I  have  1 1  animals 
ti  .  dogs,  and  six  cats, 
n  in  Ashmore 
O.  Box  1442 
Zachary.  LA  70791 


D  CCoOCB' 


Dear  Pen  Pal  Club: 

My  name  is  Jordan  Lindsey. 
I’m  9  years  old.  My  birthday  is 
March  5  I  go  to  Nettlcton  Llemen- 
tary  School.  I  am  in  the  fourth 
grade  I  like  to  play  ball,  ride  go- 
carts  I  have  one  brother  and  one 
sister  I  have  two  pet  dogs.  I  don't 
have  r  :  Hi  lend,  plus  I’m  very 
chic.  I  will  send  my  picture  next 
time. 


Solution 


I  fear  Pen  Pal  Club: 

Hello.  My  name  is  Amanda  Jo 
Shropshire.  I  am  12  years  old  .md 
I  am  in  the  sixth  grade  I  iiic  ! 
Deer  Creek  Baptist  *  hui\  I  m 
Rolling  Fork  The  p.  ho 
Michael  King.  I  go  to  -ciiom 
Redwood  Elementary,  and  enjoy 
making  anything,  collecting  rocks 
and  stamps.  Miiiiug  noem.s  and 
stories,  learning  new  '.lungs,  play¬ 
ing  the  clarinet,  and  reading.  My 
favorite  author  is  R.L.  Stine.  1 
have  one  dog  named  Buhba.  one 
cat.  and  some  chickens.  I  don't 
care  if  you  are  a  boy  or  a  girl,  blit 
please  be  my  age.  You  can  write 
to  me  at: 

Amanda  Jo  Shropshire 
c/o  Rt.  2  Box  35 1 
Rolling  Fork.  MS  39159 


Source:  Keep  ’Em  Singing,  by  Joy  MacKenzie 
and  Lynn  Hodges  (ZondervanPublishingHouse, 
1993),  available  at  your  local  bookstore  or  by 
calling  (800)  727-3480. 


Dear  Pen  Pal  Club. 

My  name  is  Lacy  Patterson.  I 
am  I  I  years  old.  My  birthday  is 
April  27.  I  go  to  Nettlcton  School, 
and  I'm  in  the  sixth  grade.  I  like  to 
skate,  swim,  play  basketball,  play 
softball,  and  I  like  to  cheer.  I  have 
three  sisters,  three  brothers,  and 
Winnie,  my  dog.  We  would  love 
for  children  to  write  us.  I  have  a 
boyfriend  and  his  name  is  Justin 
Pender. 


Bibliocivh 

Bv  Charles  Marx 


Dear  Pen  Pal  Club: 

My  name  is  Derrik  Boland.  I'm 
1 1  years  old.  and  attend  Nettlcton 
Elementary  School.  I'm  in  the  fifth 
grade.  My  birthday  is  Sept.  24.  I 
like  to  ride  motorcycles,  go-carts, 
play  basketball  and  football.  I  have 
a  little  brother  and  his  name  is 
Jatni.  I  have  a  pet  puppy.  Her  name 
is  Babe  and  she  is  a  collie.  We 
would  love  for  boys  and  girls  to 
write  to  us.  Sorry  I  couldn’t  send  a 
picture,  but  maybe  I'll  send  one 
next  time. 

c/o  South  Nettleton  Baptist 
Church 
P.O.  Box  335 
Nettlcton.  MS  38858 


copyright  1996 


Editor's  Note:  The  following 
six  letters  all  came  from  children 
at  South  Nettleton  Baptist  Church. 
They  write  that  the  church  “just 
finished  taking  up  our  Lottie 
Moon  Offering.  Our  goal  was 
$1,200.  and  we  raised  $1,710.43. 
We  love  studying  about  missions, 
and  would  enjoy  hearing  from 
missionaries.” 


LZX  GIFZF  FOPU  ZAXN  XTIY,  O  MSNMTIX  PF  ANX 
EPXTNZX  TNANZS,  LZX  PA  TPF  NEA  JNZAXSQ, 
OAU  OYNAH  TPF  NEA  CPA,  OAU  PA  TPF  NEA 
TNZFI. 


Dear  Pen  Pal  Club: 

My  name  is  Kyle  Lindsey.  I'm 
8  years  old.  My  I  rthdav  is  Aug.  8 
I  go  to  Neltletor  School,  and  I’m 
in  the  second  graae.  1  like  to  skate. 


February  15, 1996 


Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205 


